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In visiting the Cathedral at Worcester, the attention of strangers is directed to 
those monuments, which attract attention by their mutilated appearance, and great 
antiquity, and enquiry is seldom made, as to the resting place, modestly pointed out by 
aflat stone at the east end, of ^ one whose life must have been marked, as much as that 
of any other, by those vicissitudes, to which the civil wars exposed so many. There 
rest, after the labours of 80 years in this world, and in those times of anxiety and 
trouble, the remains of Robert Skinner, Bishop of Worcester. He was the last bishop 
consecrated before the commencement of the civil war, and the onj^ , one, who 
remained at great peril, during the time of the Commonwealth, steadfastly at his post, 
in his own diocese at Oxford, comforting the clergy that were left;. He secured, by the 
indulgence of the ruling powers, a license to preach, and never, at any time, desisted 
from reading prayers, preaching, and discharging those duties, which he had undertaken 
at his ordination. To no other bishop, except to Dr. Brownrigge, Bishop of Exeter, 
was a similar privilege of preaching conceded. He, fully confiding in the restoration 
of the Church, zealously recruited its ministers by ordination, not only in his own 
diocese, but thoughout England, and thus made preparation, to have, in readiness, men 
duly qualified to enter upon their duties, whenever the nation should, by the restoration 
of the Church, require them. It is said that, with the exception of Bishop King, who 
ordained Archbishop Dolben, in 1656, and of Bishop Duppa, who ordained Archbishop 
Tenison about 1659, he was the sole Bishop, who conferred Holy orders during the 
interregnum, and that, at his death, he had, himself, ordained more priests, than all the 
bishops then surviving him. What romantic incidents must have attended bi& ^ 
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course I What tact to preserve his means of usefulness for those, who welcomed his 
ministrations, without offence to the enemies surrounding him I What influence to 
secure the adherence of those, who, by receiving Holy Orders, associated their lot with 
his fallen fortunes ; and what enthusiasm to warm their hearts, to join him in his 
christian course — the probable reward of which was, in this world poverty, degradation, 
and scorn ! And how staunch I Seeing that he did all this, under the discouraging 
suspicions of Royalist statesmen, and ecclesiastics, of which suspicions, he so touchingly 
complains, in his letter to Sheldon, set out below, wherein he says, " that he fears to 
suffer wherein he most deserved," his effective and invaluable services being, with no 
unusual perverseness, turned by some enemy at Court against ,him ; yet it appears that 
neither has historian narrated, nor novelist adopted, the incidents of his career, so curious 
in detail, by writing any sufficient account of one who, beyond all others, by professional 
method and foresight, made preparation to secure, when re-established, the efficiency of the 
Church he so much loved, relying, rather upon the inscrutable ways of Providence, for 
that desirable result, than seeking to bring it about, by partisan exertions, or political 
intrigues. 

No biographical memoir of him, except the notice in Wood, is to be found printed 
in any collection, clearly showing, how just, is the complaint, that we have but very 
meagre information of the lives of individuals, in those stirring times. A zealous 
prelate, however, has compiled several volumes, still only in manuscript, but preserved in 
the British Museum, of the lives of distinguished ecclesiastics, and we have extracted 
from them, with a slight change in the order of the paragraphs, adding thereto some 
letters and other matter, the following : 

From the British Museum, MS. Lansdown, 986, fol. 135. In the handwriting of the 
Right Rev. Dr. White Kennett, Lord Bishop of Peterborough, once Vicar of 
Ambrosden. MDCLXX. 



Memoirs of Dr. Hobert Skinner^ Bishop of Worcester ^ who died June lUh, 1670. 

Robert Skinner was second son of Edmonde Skinner, Rector of Pitsford in North- 
amptonshire, by Bridget his wife, daughter of Humphrey Raddiffe, of Warwickshire. 
Edmonde being the son, by his wife Elizabeth Newdigate, who was buried at Pitsford, 
October 1611, of Thomas Skinner, of the parish of Ledbury, in Herefordshire, a son of 
Steph^i. He (Robert) was bom on Wednesday, February 10, baptized Feb. 12, 1590, and 
^i/oat^ m grxmnasa learning in a school at Brixworth, near to Pitsford. 



He was, in 1607, admitted Scholar of Trinity College, Oxford, aged sixteen years; 
and in 1613, six years after, Fellow. He took his degrees of B.A. June 14, 1610, and 
of M.A. June 14, 1614. 

Afterwards proceeding in his faculty, he took holy orders, and became a noted tutor 
in the college ; and some of his pupils proved, afterwards, men of note, as the celebrated 
William Chilling worth, Fellow of Trinity College, 1628, and afterwards Chancellor of 
Salisbury, with the prebend of Biixworth annexed ; Richard Newdigate, a judge; Bishop 
Glenham, of St. Asaph ; Henry Blount, third son of Sir Thomas Pope Blount of Titten- 
hanger, Herts, &c., &c. He took his degree of B.D. April 19, 1621, when he was 
admitted to the reading of the sentences ; and afterwards going to London, was un- 
expectedly chosen preacher of St. Gregory's Church, near St. Paul's Cathedral, where, 
preaching twice, every Sunday for nine years, he obtained love, honour, and applause, 
especially from the Puritans. When Dr. Laud, in June, 1C28, became Bishop of 
London, he caused him to be sworn Chaplain in Ordinary to His Majesty, and endeavoured 
to take him off from the principles he then professed. 

His father, Edmonde Skinner, compounded for the first-fruits as Rector of Pitsford, 
in 1595, and dying, was buried May 21, 1628 ; and on the following day, the son, 
Robert Skinner, B.D., was admitted rector of that church. 

1628, 22 Mali, Robertus Skinner, S.T.B., ad Recto de Pitsford ad pres Ric 
Mottershead (of Kingsthorpe), et Ric Stockwell (of Northampton). 

His father, Edmonde, was probably owner of the advowson, and these gentle- 
men his trustees, as he afterwards resigns and presents Mr. Wylde, a connection of his ^ 
cousin, the Rev. Edmund Skynner, rector of Cradley, Herefordshire, who married.^ 
Katherine, daughter of Thomas Wylde, of the Commandery, nigh Worcester. Pro- 
bably the advowson was long held by the family, as it appears also, by the Register, 
that, as early as the year 1560, another Edmonde Skinner was rector of Pitsford. 

1635, 10 Febrii, Henricus Wylde, A.M, a.d., Recto de Pytsford, vac per resign. 
Roberti Skinner, S.T.B., ad pres. Roberti Skinner, Reg. don Ep. Petrib. 

He was made Rector of Launton, near Bicester, in Oxfordshire, January 24, 1631 ; 
and aftei*wards, November lY, 1636, he was appointed minister of Greens Norton, near 
Towcester, Northamptonshire. 

Mr. Wood seems to think that he became nunister of Greens Norton before he 
was Bishop, but it was given him by the King as Bishop Elect, to encourage him to 
accept of the poor see of BristoL I 



A FEW MEMORIALS OF 



Reg. Laud. 1636. Robertus Skinner, S.T.P., Electus in Epum Bristol, per translat 
Georgii Cook, S.T.P., ad sedem Hereford, die 26 Julii, 1636. Confirmatus 14 Janii, 
proz sequent) consecratus Lambethse. ab arch Epo Cant, adsistentibus Epis, Lond, 
Elyen, Oxon et Norwic. 16 Janii, 1637. 

Reg. Don Epi Peterborough. 1636. 17 Novembris, Robert Skinner, S.T.P., 
Bristol, Epus Electus ad Rect de Greens Norton ad pres Regis per mort ult Incumb. 

In July, 1636, elected eleventh Bishop of Bristol, and as Bishop elect of that place, 
diplomated, Doctor of Divinity of the University of Oxford, on the 13th of August, 
the same year, and having the temporalities given him the 20th of January following, 
had liberty allowed him to keep Launton, and Greens Norton, in commendam. He was A^t 
the last bishop consecrated before the civil war. 

In the beginning of 1641 he was translated to the see of Oxon, on the death of Dr. 
Bancroft, the seventh Bishop, and soon after, being one of the twelve Bishops that 
subscribed to the presentation (Dec. 17, 1641), was impeached of high treason, and 
committed to the Tower, where, continuing eighteen weeks, to his great charge, was 
upon bail released. Whereupon retiring to his rectory at Launton, which he kept also 
in commendam with Oxon, lived there retiredly, and submitted so much to the men of 
those times, that he kept the said rectory for the bare maintenance of himself and 
children.* 

In which time he did usually, as it is said, read the Common Prayer, and confer 
orders according to the Church of England. July 22, 1643, Greens Norton was, by 
the commissioners, sequestered from him, according to the phraseology of those times, 
"for his malignity against the parliament, for the use of Daniel Rogers, a Godly 
and Orthodox Divine." In 1660 he was restored to his bishopric, became one of his 
Majesty's Commissioners of the University of Oxon, for the visiting, and rectifying it, 
then much out of order, taking his seat July 31, 1660, but was not translated to a 
richer see, which he much expected, occasioned by a great and potent enemy at court, 
who maligned him, because of his submission in some part to the Usurper. While he 
lived in the times of usurpation, being deprived of his see, he remained in his diocese, 
comforting his clergy, and ordaining those who were willing to enter the Church, 
and was supposed to be the sole bishop that, during that time, conferred Holy Orders; 

* See in the State Paper Office, nnder the date May 13tb, 1643, cases upon the ordinances, and the opinion of 
the committee — ^Papists, Bishops, Deans, and Chapters, and other delinqnents, within this ordinance, are not to have 
their estates sequestrated, so as to he stripped of all, hnt to have snch a proportion allowed them, as shall be fit, 
M2if necessary £or iheir snbsistence, according to the discretion of the committee. 
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and immediately after his Majesty's return an himdred and three persons did, at once 
take Holy Orders from him, in the Abbey Church at Westminster. At his death it was 
computed that he had sent more labourers into the vineyard, then all his brethren, he 
then left behind him, had done. The Rectory of Launton was next adjoining the 
vicarage of Ambroseden, where the Bishops of Oxford have the impropriation, and 
therefore, at the King's return, he proposed to make an augmentation to it, but by fraud 
and corruption was disappointed in it. The case is thus stated in my Parochial Anti- 
quities, vol. 4 p. 444. An attempt was made for the benefit of this church of Am- 
broseden (of which the impropriation belongs to the see of Oxford) by the Eight Rev. 
Father in God, Dr. Robert Skinner, who, at the grant of his first lease, ordered an 
augmentation of twenty pounds, yearly, to be paid by the tenant, to successive vicars. 
This clause was inserted in the first draught of indentures, with a full determination to 
continue this charitable intention to all future incumbents, as I am most credibly 
informed by some neighbours, whose memory is yet a witness of it. But before the 
sealing of the writings, by some collusion of the ill persons concerned in it, a new copy 
was drawn and signed with this article omitted, by which the good bishop, and the poor 
church were both imposed upon. The pious design of one was diverted, and the better 
support of the other was fraudulently stopt. Those who obstructed this generous 
intention did not much enjoy the private gain proposed by it. But I spare aU names, 
and am unwilling to impute, what I have heard to be the consequences, as a judgment on 
them. It was chiefly owing to a bribe given by the lessee to the Bishop's secretary, and 
both were very unfortunate men. 

Reg. Sheldon, 1663. Robertus Skinner, S.T.P., Epus Oxon ad sedem Wigom 
electus die 12 Octobris, 1663. Confirmatus, 14 Novembris. 

1663. 12th October he was translated to the see of Worcester, of which he was 
enthroned, 80th bishop, November 20th, 1 663, where he became by his many tenants 
more esteemed than family or friends, because of his goodness as a landlord. He hath 
extant a sermon preached before the King, at Whitehall, on the 3rd December, on 
Psalm 96, v. 9, " O worship the Lord in the Beautie of Holinesse. By Robert Skinner, 
chaplain in ordinary to his Majesty. Published by his Majesty's command. London, 
imprinted by J. L., for Andrew Hebb, 1634 " (a copy of this sermon is to be found in 
the Bodleian Library), and another, preached in 1626, in St. Gregory's Church, which I 
have not yet seen; and also in the Bodleian Library is preserved his speech, when Bishop 
of Bristol, at the visitation at Dorchester, Sept. 18th, 1637, earnestly but humbly com- 
mended to the serious perusal of the present age, by Philo-Clericus. Printed for Jacob 
Robinson, at the Golden Lion, Ludgate Street, London, 1744. 

\ 
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Junii 14th, 1670. He died an octogenarian, and was buried in a chapel at the east- 
end of the choir of the cathedral church at Worcester ; over his grave was soon after laid 
a very fair stone, with a plain inscription, according to his own express command. At the 
head of which stone are engraved the arms of his family, impaled with those of the 
see, surmounted by a mitre; and under is the following inscription : — 

** H. J. s. 

Bdos. in Christo Pater ac DominuB 

BoBERTUs Skinner, 

Collegii Sanctffi Trinitatis, Oxon. Socius Carolo 

Primo Britaimianim Monarchoe a sacris; Doctoratum in Sacra 

Theologia. 
Almie Matris diplomate oblatom 
sine ambitn cepit ; a rectoria Lannton, 
diocsBseos Oxon, ad episcopatom BristoUiensem evocatas 
(tantus ecclesisB filius meroit cito fieri 
parens) mox ad sedem Oxoniensem translatus, 
turre Londinensis a Perdaellibos din incarceratns, 
tarn sine cnlpi, qnam examine, exivit. 
a Carolo 2do. ad sedem Vlgomiensem promotus. 
postqnam Presbyteris sauciendis assuetam dextram 
Bufficiendis pnesnlibus mutaam dedisset 
(eommque qninqne e sno coUegio <rvY)(jiH>voig) 
omnibus ante sacrilegam usurpationem Episcopis 
snperstes. Junii 14o. A.D. MDCLXXo, octogenarius, 
ad summum animarum episcopnm ascendit, 
Prius gratia, nunc gloria, consecratus. 

The five contemporary Bishops of Trinity College, alluded to, in the above epitaph, 
were Gilbert Ironsyde, of Bristol, Gilbert Sheldon, of Canterbury, William Lucy, of 
St. David's, Seth Ward, of Salisbury, and Hugh Gore, of Waterford and Lismore. 

It would appear, that Dr. Kennett was mistaken, in saying the Bishop was born at 
Pitsford, as in Dr. Kettell's register of Foundationers of Trinity College, Oxford, we 
find: 

1711. Robertus Skinner, natus apud, Northamptoniam, in Com., Northamp. diocess, 
Petriburgens, annorum 16, admissus est scholaris, Junii 2nd, A J). 1607, admissus, socius, 
Junii 3, A.D. 1613. 

He was actual fellow, June 3rd, 1614. His father died. May 19th, 1628. 

We find in the register of Pitsford, in the writing of the Bishop, who succeeded 
his father as Rector, the following entry: — " A.D. 1628. Edmonde Skinner, parson of 
Pitsford, being of years 74, was buried May 21st, after he had be©Q Parson 34 years. — 
J^o/?erto Sliinnery Hectare.'^'* 



This was apparently the only entry made by him, as all others, during his incum- 
bency, are signed Maurice Tresham, Minister. 

His mother Bridget died, January 17th, 1629. The Bishop married Elizabeth, 
eldest daughter of Bernard Bangor, Esquire Bedell in Divinity, in the University of 
Oxford, of which marriage, were six sons and four daughters, who lived to be men and 
women. She was bom at Oxford, December 12th, 1603, and within a fortnight of her 
18th confinement, died there, June 25th, 1644. 

On enquiry at Launton, we learn : — That by a fire at the rectory house, Launton, in 
1 7 1 6, all the registers of an earlier date were destroyed. And it would also seem that local 
tradition is silent as to the curious incidents of the Bishop's residence there, though that 
may be accounted for, by the secrecy, which safety required in his discharge of episcopal 
powers. 

It is probable that in Lambeth Palace, the State Paper Office, and elsewhere, the 
curious might find many interesting documents relative to this prelate. 

In the " Memorials of the Great Civil War in England, from 1646 to 1652, edited 
from original letters in the Bodleian Library, by Henry Carey, M.A., in 2 vols., 1842, vol. 
1st, p. 329," we find a letter from the Bishop, in reply to one from Dr. Sheldon, dated 
August 4th, 1647, conveying the following question: — 

" Whether upon extreme necessity, or any exigence of State, it be lawful for a 
Christian Pinince, besides the Religion established, so to tolerate the exercise of other 
religions in his kingdom, as to oblige himself, not to punish any subject, for the exercise 
of any of them." 

" Rev. Sir, — Your letter, of the 4th of this present August, came to my hand, this 
very day, and to the question propounded, I have subscribed my opinion in simplicity of 
heart, and plena fide to the best of ray understanding, and, * by extreme necessity,' I 
understand that necessity of exigence, which, I conceive, our Gracious Sovereign now 
stands under, for the safety of his Crown, and dignity, and for the settling of Peace, and 
preserving of True Religion, established by law. In these ends, in such a strait, such a 
toleration is, in my judgment, not only lawful, but expedient. 

" This is the clear opinion of your obliged friend, and servant, 

" Ro. OxoN. 

" Launton, Aug. 7th, 1647." 

*^ I wrote lately to you about the Headship of Gloucester Hall, and signified (what 
is most evident) that it was originally part of the endowment of the Bi8hoQrlclL& aC 
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Oxford, and the Dean of the Chapel having perused my writings, did assure me, he 
would endeavour his part, with His Majesty, that I might have it for my accommodation, 
in case the Principal died, and this was before my house was burnt, foe quod expedite'* 
Upon the matter of this letter, Mr. Carey writes : " The Independent Party, who now 
prevailed, drew up certain proposals for Peace, which were first privately, and afterwards 
publicly submitted to the King for his approval. Amongst other things, toleration in 
religion was insisted on, and that all coercive power in Bishops, and other ecclesiastical 
officers, extending to civil penalties, was to be taken away." The above letter is to this point. 

There is also preserved in Tanner's MSS. Bodleian Library, vol. 48, a fragment of a 
letter to Sheldon. — " I well hoped to have seen that uniform book of Articles (viz., for 
visitations) before this day, resting assured that no pretences could take off your Lord- 
ship's resolution, from what, so much concerns the honour, and peace of the church. 
If with the book of Articles, an imiform order of consecrating churches and chapels, 
came along with it, it would add to the general satisfaction, and pleasure me much, who 
am called upon to consecrate a chapel at Burford, a most elegant piece. 

" Launton, June 26th, 1662. " R. Gxon." 

In the English version of the life of Dr. John Barwick, in the Bodleian Library, p. 
210, we find a letter from Lord Clarendon to him, dated Sept. 26, 1659, in which is 
disclosed the unjust distrust of the Bishop, so triumphantly removed, as soon as he 
heard it, and it shows, that Clarendon was the potent enemy he had at court : 

" When I write again I will enlarge upon the business of the Church, in which you 
would think me more impertinent, if all I had writ were come to your hands. In the 
mean time you must forgive me to tell you, that I am deceived, if the Bishop of Oxford 
make good his word, or if he be not less disposed to it, than most of the function, and 
if he does deceive me, I will ask his pardon heartily." 

He afterwards did admit his own injustice, and substantially seek the Bishop's 
pardon, by making him Bishop of Worcester. 

It would seem, as if Barwick had favoured, if he did not create, the injurious 
impression which the Chancellor entertained of the Bishop at that time, for in the 
same book, we find, at page 218 : — 

" After the death of this great man (Thomas Morton, Bishop of Durham), there 

were only ten Bishops surviving, who were all, desirous to be thought, equally concerned 

for the ruined state of the Church, but certainly did not all seem to labour with equal 

ST^ti'tude, and constancy to ra^Q her up, and support her ; for there were two of them. 



THE BIGHT BEYEBEND BOBEBT SKINKEBj B.D. 



the Bishop of Oxford, and the Bishop of Exeter, nn ho, with, I know not what, little 
objections, something retarded the most hearty endeavours of the rest. To these two, 
and to these only, of the Bishops, the libeily of preaching in public was indulged by 
those who were then in power, that they might seem forsooth to do some credit to their 
ill-gotten government, by acts, that were not ill And this perhaps was the reason, that 
these venerable persons prosecuted the business of the Church, with less application, 
than was fit, lest they should seem to render themselves unworthy of this favour of the 
Usurper, and perhaps, on that account, suffer more severely, for having any share in so 
good a work." 

It was also alleged against him in the same work, that he was very anxious to be 
Bishop of Worcester. However that may have been, he so far established his title to 
such preferment, that, within three years he was advanced to that see, tliough in that 
short time three Bishops, among them Dr. Ganden. author of the Icon Basilike, were 
elected to it before him, and made way for him by dying. . 

There is part of a letter which, while it establishes his claims, is very remarkable, 
as illustrating the position of the bishop at the time he wrote it. It is to be found iu 
the Bodleian Library, MS., Tanner 48, fo. 25:— 

" To Gilbert, Zonl Blahop of London. 

'* May it please your Lordship, 

a And here my good Lord I should conclude, but a word sticks with 

me (I must be plain with your Lordship) which my brother of Bangor told me, which 
makes me fear I may suffer, wherein I least imagined, and wherein I best deserved. For 
he told me, that my Lord High Chancellor was pleased to say, that the antient bishops 
were not removed, because they did not (as they were boimd in duty) relieve 
their mother, the Church, when she stood most in need in point of ordination, 
wherein if I failed, it had been just and fit, not only to have taken from me, 
the support of my Bishopricke, but even Bishopricke, and all. Tlie truth is, I 
ordained priests to the number of betwixt 4 or 600 from the time, we were prohibited, 
by their sacrilegious ordinance, and the time of his Majesty's blessed Restauration, 
and not one of them all but subscribed to the Articles, and took the oath of 
allegiance in those days when, upon discovery, I should have had my books, and my bed 
taken from me, having little else left me, nay, but I will tell your Lordship more.* Dr. 



I 



• Thomas Laxnplugh, at one time Rector of Charlton-on-Otmore, Oxforddiire— He died Archbishop of York, 
ICay 9tb, 1691. 
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Lamplugh in those dismall dayes rid not fewer than 300 journeys betwixt Oxford and 
Launton, for the work of confirmation and ordination, so that all this, I hope, will quit me 
of neglect in point of ordination. Cornwall, and York, and all foreign Counties, as well 
as the nearer, will witness for me. — And for preaching, I never failed one Sunday for 16 
years together, and I continue so to do, for I am so distressed, that if I kept a ohaplin I 
must lodge him in the town, that is at an Alehouse — and let me tell your Lordship one 
truth more, that I took such care for all Scrips that were commanded to be read in 
churcheSj^that constantly every clause that tended to the dishonour of the King or 
Church, was branded aforehand with black lead, and this, by my direction, many did, 
whom I durat to trust. The full truth is (and herein, as in all that I have said, I call the 
God of Truth to witness) I was not able to present as others did, because I had not 
wtiorewithall, for I was deep in debt before I was settled at Bristol, and came thence 
near £300 in debt, yet the king had what I could give him, my horses and £30, which 
was all the money I received till the king's return. 

" My bond. Lord, I am, your Lordship's 

" Most obliged Servt, 

Ro OxoN. 
"Launton, August 17—1662. 

To my Hond. good Lord Gilbert 
Ld Bp of London -with my duty 
and service these present." 

Wo may add, fi-om Donkin's Oxfordshire, vol. 1, p. 312, " when the Court determined 
upon enforcing the penalties of the Act of Uniformity in 1662, Dr. Skinner, forseeing 
the necessity of prodding a supply of ministers for the benefices which would shortly 
become vacant, ordained nine gentlemen at Launton, between the months of June and 
August, besides a great number in other places." 

Among others he had ordained Bishop Bull, deacon and priest onrthe^same day, 

Licidentally it would appear that he also exerted himself to preserve many in the 
Church by confiiination, and his labours in the cause are further illustrated by an inter- 
esting account to be found in Thos. WJrarton's life of Ralph Bathurst. London, 1761. 
8vo. p. 35. 

Ralph Bathurst proce.eded to the degree of M.A., 17th April, 1641, and on March 
^uii I04I, was ordained priest, by Robert Skinner, Bishop of Oxford. He afterwards 
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tamed to medicine, and became M.D. in 1644. However, while engaged in this profession, 
he did not entirely disclaim his clerical character. 

When Robert Skinner, Bishop of Oxford, was deprived din-ing the usurpation, the 
Parliament allowed him the revenues of his rectory of Launton, near Bicester, for the 
support of himself and his family. Being released upon bail from the Tower, to which 
he had been committed, as one of the twelve protestuig Bishops, he retired to this living, 
and when occasion offered, privately ordained such students of Oxford, as desired episco- 
pal ordination. On this business, in which it was dangerous to be concerned, Bathurst 
frequently and readily assisted his friend the Bishop. Bathurst was now in priest's 
orders, and whenever any candidate solicited to be ordained, he privately applied to 
Bathurst, who examined him, and appointed a day for meeting him at the Bishop's house. 
At the time appointed, under pretence of visiting patients, he attended the solemnity at 
Launton, in which he officiated as archdeacon. This service he executed with the utmost 
fidelity and punctuality, till the Restoration. The ceremony was sometimes performed 
in the chapel of Tiunity College, where John Martin, afterwards prebendary of Sarum, 
and others were ordained, 21st Dec, 1C46, by Skinner." 

From this we gain a curious insight into the manner in which this business was 
done. The continued intimacy of the Bishop with the Very Reverend Ralph Bathurst, 
M.D., Dean of Wells, and President of Trinity College, Oxford, led to the following 
letters, the rough drafts of which arc still preserved in Trinity College : — • 

To Bishop Skinner. — Right Reverend Father in God— I have waited some time, for 
this opportunity of presenting my duty to your Lordship, and withall that I might give 
you some account, why I was not able to accomplish your lordship's desire by Mr, 
Gardiner, for the choosing Turton scholar of the house, the reason whereof this bearer, 
our vice-president, will better give your Lordship by word of mouth. He will also 
acquaint your Lordship of a controversye, that happened amongst us, at the last election, 
whether or not the president hath a double vote in the nomination of scholars. The 
statute seems pleadable, pro et con, and therefore it is our visitor's desire^ in a late letter 
to me, that we should enquire of your Lordship and the Bishop of Bristoll, what hath 
been the i^ractice in former times, the case not being within any of our remembrance 
before the late troubles, and what hath been since, we are not solicitious to enquire. 
Your Lordship will much oblige us, if you will vouchsafe us your report in a word or two, 
as farre as you can call to mind, any precedent in this case. 

I shall also refer it to Mr. Smart, to acquaint your Lordship with our deslgne and 
modellof a new building, which, after long deliberation and conaultiti^ t^Uis. tk^ \s!?s^^ 
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judgments we could meet with, is at last concluded on, and the foundations now about 
to be layed; we, at first, intended it in the Fellows' Garden, but for many reasons have 
transferred it to the upper part of the Grove, where it will stand with much more beauty 
and convenience. My Lord, we are not forgetful of your Lordship's late bounty to our 
library, nor ignorant of your continuall good thoughts toward this society, and, therefore, 
we are bold to entreat your Lordship's assistance, as in all other ways you can, so par- 
ticularly, in commending this affaire, as occasion shall be offered, to any, that have formerly 
been members of our foundation. To that end I have herewith sent your Lordship a few 
copyes of the Decree de gratiis rependendis, which the Bistop of* Bristbll occasioned us 
to print, because himselfe and some others desired to see it, that they might be reminded 
of their obligation to the college. 

Truly, my Lord, as the work is of gi*eat consequence to the college, both for the 
present and future times, so it vnW need many hands towards its dispatch, and we doubt 
not but your Lordship, whom God hath placed in so high a sphere in the Church, will dis- 
pense some kind and exemplary influence upon that place, which had the honour of your 
fi^rst education. Your Lordship will hereby not only do an act charitable and honourable 
and worthy of your selfe, but also will much oblige our whole society, and add to those 
many engagements wherein I already stand bound to professe myselfe 

Tour Lordship's most obedt. son and servant. 
Mail (circiter) 80 mo. 1665. 

It hath hitherto been the unhappiness of our poor mother, that though no college for 
the proportion hath had more, or more eminent children, yet none hath had so few and so 
meane benefactors, for none more sacrilegious than the ecclesiasticks themselves, who 
transfer the wealth of the Church to set up lay families^ which commonly are observed 
quickly to scatter it by their debauchery. My own resolution is not to dye richer for my 
church preferment. How few of our fellowes have been benefactors after now 110 years, 
(except Mr. Rands). 

{The same to the same,) 

K. R. P.— Having understood your Lordship's dislike of our latd purpose to build 
at the upper end of the Grove, We liave now, in submission to your Lordship's wisdom 
and advice, transferred it back again into the Fellows' Garden, where we at first intended 
it, though much against the will of some, and the judgment of others, especially Dr. 
Wren, who is our chiefe designer. We were afraid, from the beginning, that we should 
.«/«?/ fr/^ mach false groitnd thereabouts^ and accordingly we have found it in three 
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several places, so that we have been forced sometimes to go veiy deepe, no less than ^ve 
yards, before we could come to a firm foundation. We have now brought it above 
ground, and (if the providing of timber do not quite exhaust us) we hope to raise the 
stone-work to the height of the first story, this summer. When that is done, it must 
stand, as cripples do, to move the compassion of all beholders, till such time as our own 
diligence, and the benevolence of our friends, can bring it to perfection. I thought it my 
duty to acquaint your Lordships herewith, that it may appeare how much your intima- 
tions have the power of commands with us. And I hope it will not offend your Lordship 
that I thus interest myselfe in the public worke. It is a piece of boldness which I naturally 
affect not, and a trouble which nothing can invite me to, but the desire I have to promote 
the good of our poore College, to which I reckon myself so much obliged. And if my 
late honest importunity may be excused, I know nothing else for which I need deprecate 
your Lordship's displeasure, being only conscious of doing that which I find the world 
expects from me, and which I hope will not render me lesse^ what I shall always en- 
deavour to be, esteemed 

Your Lordship's most humble and most 

obedient son and servant. 
July 2, 1665. 

In addition to the gift to the library, above referred to, the Bishop, in 1666, gave 
£100 towards the new quadrangle of the college he always dearly loved, but in the mean- 
time wrote the following letter, preserved by Mr. Wood : — 

Good Mr. President, — ^I much thanke you for your last letters, which signifie where 
you resolve to fixe your building, for though you have mett with some inconveniences, 
yet such they are, as soon will be buried, and I hope you will quickly meet with bene- 
factors to complete the worke. So soon as I can finish my own undertakings, I shall 
begin to thinke of Trinitie College. In the meantime consilium do. When Oriell 
College was to be bitilt, as now it is, the Master of St. Cross was then Provost, and 
Chaplin domestique to the Lord Chancellor Bacon, and with his Lord's advice he took 
this course. Letters, elegant, in a winning and persuasive way, were written to all the 
eminent persons then living, who had been to then* college, and let me tell you, Dr. 
Lewes, the Provost did exoell in that art, and was, thereupon, secretarie, in France, to 
the Duke of Buckingham for many years ; and I assure you much monie was procured 
that way, which encouraged the work, and advanced it verie much. Now, the same 
letters were written to all parties, but some in Latin and some in English, pro captu 
lectoris, bat all verbatim the same, in either language, mutatis mutandia ^ro di^&a^^a^i^N;^^- 
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sonse. If yoii make trial of this course, I hope it will prove successful, and veiye bene- 
ficiall to you. But then you must well bethinke yourselves to whom you write, and by 
whom to have your letters presented, for I take this latter caution to be of singular 
importance. No more at this time. Being to retuiiie answeres to letters concerning 
church affaires, received from his Grace and the Bishop of London. 

The Lord prospere your pious intendments, and answere in his Providence the 
desires of your heart. 

Your ever assured friend and servant, 

Rob. Wigoen. 
Worcester, Jnlii ult., 1665. 

In the Bodleian M.S., Tanner 46, fol. 19, is another letter to Sheldon, Ai'chbishop of 
Canterbuiy, interesting, though trivial, as applicable to the affairs of Worcester 
Cathedral. The present organ however is, probably, not the one in question : — 

May it please your Grace, — ^Tandem aJiquando, I present your grace with all the papers 
-* ^ . that make (and as with humble submission, I conceive) are requisite in Mi\ Deane of 
Worcester's defence, against Mr. Hathaway's pretences, and allegations, about the choirc 
organ made and fixt, and the great organ to be made, but now bargained for. And the 
reason I sent these papers up no sooner, was my longing hope, and endeavour, to have made 
Mr. George Dallow's testimonio^ more pregnant and evident, touching the promise^ oi \ . 
Hath way and Dr. Gibbons, to helpe him to this organ-worke at Worcester, but, to my «H»d 
there is more than probabilities there had been monie enough, to have satisfied Gibbons 
and Hathaway and Talbott, had it been in the Deane's power to have made a bargain,, 
"fhey well knew Mr. Deane's utter ignorance in re musica. They knew he was, as it is in 
the Greek proverbe ovo^ wpos Xvpay^ had no more skill in an organ, than a beast that hath 
no understanding, and 'tis very considerable that Hathaway should dare to addresse a 
complaint at Council Board, when for above a whole yeare^' IVIr. Deane having forbidden 
him to proceede to the work of the great organ^ he never applied himselfe neither to Mr. 
Deane, nor to the Chapter, nor to the Visitor, continuing his visitation for nine months at 
least, no complaint all this while ever heard of, and for ye materials Drovided it signifies 
nothing, rniless it did appeare they were provided for this^rgair, when, soone after he 
had made the choire organ, he was forbidden to proceed any farther. With Mr. Harrison 
(who was old Dallow's servant and married his daughter) I twice conferred about his 
testimonie, and he told me he would make good all he said npon oath, and make it good 
^ al/ the organists in Englandy and if your grace shall seci'etly object, old Heaiod'H 
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testimonie in ye case, imc mfpafjievQ icripa/jiei ^Ooi^cvcc, an artist malignes his brother artist^ 
I rely very much on Mr. Tomkins' skill, bred in his cradle and all his life among organs, 
who is an excellent organist, and has ever maintained an organ in his house, his letter^ 
will show what his judgement was before this difference was started. Little reason have 
I had to interpose in the least in Mi*. Deane's case, but I cannot forbear to stand up for 
innocence, though joyned with much follie. I have returned a certificate to his 
Majestie's instructions about hospitalls, and by the grace of Gk>d shall retumo a full 
answer to your grace's instimctions, about church affaires, in ye due time. The Lord 
in the mean time preserve your grace in health and safetie, and ye comforts of his blessed 
spirit. 

May it please your grace, I am your grace's most obliged and most obedient humble 
servant, 

Ro. WiGORN, 

Worcester, Aug. 6, 1605. 
Dr. Warmstrey was the unmusical Dean. 



Shortly before his death, the Bishop made his will as follows : — " In the name of 
Grod, Amen, — I, Robert Skinner, by the Divine Providence Bishop of Worcester, doe 
ordain and make this my last will and testament, and first of all and pre omnibus, I 
commend my soule into the hands of my Almighty and gracious Creator and Redeemer, 
hopeing and faithfully beleeving (the Lord be praised for it) that I shall be saved by the 
merrits and satisfaction and intercession of Jesus Chnst, who dyed for me on the crose, 
and rose againe for my justification — for my religion, I professe myselfe to be a true sone 
of the Church of England, nothing doubting, but heartilye believing, but the Churche 
of England is a true member of the Holy Catholique Church. And I have ever embraced 
the liturgy and service of the cliurch, npw in use, as one of ye gi'eatest blessings ye 
Son of Gi'ace ever bestowed upon this nation. And I humbly implore our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the lover and author of peace, to move all animosities and wilful oppositions 
against that most excellent piece of Divine service, charging my children, upon my 
blessing, to embrace and delight themselves in that booke, next to the blessed Booke of 
Gk)d, as the way and means to etemall life, through the grace of our Lord Jesus. Now 
for the temporall good things which the Lord of his bountiful mercy hath bestowed upon 
mee, by this my last will and testament I thus dispose of them, viz. : Whereas my 
Sonne Matthew Skinner is indebted to me in the summe of four hundred ^^csosvdsi.^ ^ 
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doe give and bequeath two hundred poundes thereof to Robert Skinner, ray grand- 
sonne, and the other two hundred poundes to Katherine Skniner, my granddaughter, 
Sonne and daughter of my said soune Matthew. Item, I give and bequeath to ray sonne 
Samuel Skinner, two hundred pounds. Item, I give and bequeath to my sonne liobert 
Skinner, five hundred pounds ; and as for my plate, brass, pewter, lynnen, bedding, and 
all other my household goods, except my bookes, I doe give, devise, and bequeath, as is 
in a codicil hereunto annexed, subscribed with my owue hand. And as for my somie 
William Skinner, my daughter Mary Oakley, and my daughter Margaret Sharpe, and 
my daughter Anne Gardner, I have lately caused their, severall portions to be delivered 
unto them, which I hereby give them, and doe hereby acquitt them from all accompts 
whatsoever for any moneys, I have caused to be delivered to them, or for either 
of their uses. Item, I do give and bequeath unto my daughter Elizabeth Irons, 
two hundred pounds, which I lately lent her towards purchasing of a copyhold 
in Claynes, late in the tenure of Thomas Nash, gent., deceased; and alsoe another 
hundred pounds, which I foimerly lent her. Item, I give and bequeath unto my servant, 
Philippa Skinner, twenty pounds, and to my servant, Mary Bates, five pounds. Item, I 
give and bequeath unto my sonne, Robert Skinner, all my convocation robes. Item, I doe 
give and bequeath my bookes, as shall appeare in some paper under my hand, but in case I 
shall leave no such paper under my hand, then my will is — ^That my said bookes shall bee 
disposed of according as I lately directed, in the presence of my sonnes, Matthew, 
Robert, and William. And I doe hereby nominate and appoint my sonne, Doctor 
Matthew Skinner, sole executor of this my last wiU and testament, nothing doubting but 
that he will be just and kind to his brothers and sisters, and all parties herein and hereby 
concerned. Item, my will is that my executor shall give to all my household servants 
mourning suites. Item, I give unto my kinsman. Miles Raynesford, a mourning suite 
and coate. And my will is, that all my children, to whome I have given portions in this, 
my wiU, shall buy theire owne mourning weeds, except my daughter, Elizabeth Irons, 
to whome I give her five pounds, to buy her mouniing weeds. Item, I give and 
bequeath unto my servants, John Morris, Rowland Brabant, William Laselow, and 
William Smith, foity shillings apiece. Item, I give and bequeath unto my servant, 
Edmond Skinner, twenty pounds. I give to my servant, Mary Sallaway, twenty shillings. 
Item, I give imto my chaplayne, Mr. Andrew Trebecke, a mourning gowne; and I do 
hereby revoke all former wiUs by me made, and doe declare this to be my last will and 
testament. In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and scale, the 2nd day of 
April, Anno Domini 1670. Item, I give to my chaplayne, Mr. Stephen Richardson, a 
^c?aroin^£rowne} and my will is that all my servants shall have meate, drink, and 



lodging for one month after my decease, at the charge of my executors. Item, I give to 
my Mr. John Pooler, a mournmg suit and coat of the best blacke clothe. — 
Robert Wigor. Signed, sealed, and published by the Right Reverend Father in God, 
Robert Lord Bishop of Worcester, in his chamber at his palace in Worcester, upon 
Saturday, the second day of April anno domini. 1670, about eight of the clock in the 
evening, the word [two] being first interlyned in the sixth line from the bottome of the 
first page hereof, there being also a razure first made in the eighth lyne, accounted from 
the top of this page, in the presence of Andrew Trebecke, Edmonde Skinner, Jbhn 
Pooler. 

" To my Sonne Matthew Skinner, my biggest guilt cupp, with a cover, and one of 
my guilt plates. To my sonne Robert Skinner, my grate guilte tankard. To my sonne 
Samuell Skinner, one of lesser guilte cups with a cover and a little silver sconce. To 
my sonne William Skinner, the other guilte cuppe, without a cover, and alsoe fower 
small silver salts. To my daughter Mary Oakely, my best silver tankard, white, and the 
great silver salt. To my daughter Aune Gardner, a dozen of my best spoons and a 
silver plate. To my daughter Elizabeth Irons, my sugar dish and my other guilt plate. 
To my daughter Margaret Sharpe, irjy other silver tankard, my silver cupp with a cover, 
and six spoones. To my grandchild Katherine Skinner, daughter of my sonne Matthew 
Skyuner, my little guilte tankard. To my sonne Matthew Skinner, my cloth bed and 
bedding, chares, and stooles, and whatever belongs unto the new chamber. To my sonne 
Robert Skinner, all the bedding hi my owne chamber, presse table, and the bigger cheste 
of drawers, and ch aires. Alsoe to my sonne Robert, a flocke and bolster, twoe paire of 
fyne sheets, fower pair of hempen sheets, one dyaper cloth, and sideboard cloth, one dozen 
and a half of napkins, twoe flaxen table clothes, twoe sideboard clothes, two dozen of 
flaxen napkins, fower pewter dishes, some bigger some lesser, one dozen of plates, one 
pewter bason, one paire of the biggest brasse andirons, two kettles, one bigger one lesser, 
one ironn pott, a pair of pewter candlesticks, and my chimmer and silk gowne, and 
tippets and hats and the remainder of my hay att my death. To my daughter Mary 
Oakley, a feather bed and bolster, blankets, and rugge thereto belonging, three lowe 
chares, and three stooles, two paire of fyne sheets, two paire of hempen sheets, fower 
pewter dishes, one dozen of plates, one dyaper table cloth, one side board cloth of dyaper, 
two dozen of napkins, one flaxen table cloth, one side board cloth of flaxen, one dozen of 
flaxen napkins. To my sonne William Skinner, one feather bed and bolster, blankett, and 
coverlett thereto belonging, two paire of fyne sheets, two paire of hempen sheets, fower 
pewter dishes, one dozen of plates, one diaper table cloth, one side board cloth, one dozen 
of napkins, and flaxen table cloth, one sideboard table cloth, one dozen of napkins^ and 
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my other gownes not before given by me to my sonne Robert, and all my cassocks and 
wearing clothes. To my daughter Margaret Sharpe, two sets of old curtains, two feather 
bedds, two bolsters, two flock beds, fower flocke bolsters, two payre of fyne sheets, eight 
paire of hempen sheets, that is to say, fower paire of the better sort of my hempen sheets, 
and fower pair of the worser sort, six table clothes, that is to say, one of diaper, three 
of flaxen, and two of hempen, six side board clothes, and six towells, fower dozen of 
napkins, eight pewter dishes, a dozen and halfe of plates, two basons and flagon, two 
paire of candlesticks, three little kettles, two iron potts, fower skilletts, two paire of little 
andirons, with fire shovells and tongs, two grates, a pair of little iron rackes, the round 
table, three little tables, one dozen of old chairs and stooles, three old carpets. To 
Phillippa Skinner, my servant, a feather bed and feather bolster, a flock bolster, two 
blanketts, and two paire of hempen sheets. To Marie Bats, my servant, a feather bed, 
and feather bolster, a flock bolster, two blanketts, and two paire of sheets. To my 
daughter Elizabeth Irons, the bed and furniture of her chamber, one paire of holland 
sheets, a dammaske table cloth, and two side board clothes, and a dozen and halfe of 
napkins, three pewter dishes, two dozen of plates, and a pair of brasse and irons. To my 
Sonne Doctor Matthew Skinner, my faire hangings in my dyneing room, three dozen and 
halfe of Turkey chairs, and the table and carpett in the same roome, the tables in the 
parlour, with six Spanish tables, my coach and five horses, with hay for them for six 
weeks after my death. My Parliamen t roabes of scarlett, and for my plate I bought for 
my chappell and mace I doe desire it may be sold to my successor, at a reasonable price 
under the true value, if he shall desire it from executor. 

Robert Wigorn.* 



" The Bishop's eldest son, Matthew Skinner, was bom April 1 st, 1 624, at St. Bennett's, 
London, becoming a scholar of Trinity College, Oxford, June 4, 1640, setat. 16. On 
Thursday, June 1, 1643, being B.A., he was elected probationer feUow, and June 4, 1644, 
actual fellow, Ralph Kettle being President. Matthew Skinner, and his kinsman Bernard 
Banger, B.A. (of an old Dorsetshire family), were expelled by the Parliamentary Gover- 
nor of Oxford from their fellowships, June 30, 1648. In 1660, though married to 
Frances, daughter of John Sympson,D.D. (of a Yorkshire family), prebendary of Canter- 
bury cathedral, Matthew was restored to his fellowship, and recommended for a degree 



Proved hj his son Matthew, his executor, in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, July 6th, 1670. 
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by special privilege, the Chancellor's letter saying he was well qualified for a " Doctor of 
Physic." 

" He resided at Welton, near Daventry, Northamptonshire, and having an estate about 
£600 a-year in Oxfordshire, was returned by the Commissioners in 1662 as one of the 
gentlemen qualified for the honour of being made a Knight of the Royal Oak, an order 
then contemplated. At the last Herald's Visitations for Northamptonshire, held at 
Daventry, August 6, 1681, he attended and furnished his pedigree, now preserved in 

Herald's College. He died in 1698 and was buried at in Northampton. 

Matthew's eldest son Robert was bom at Stratton Audley, May 28, 1655. He is 
thus, in his own handwriting, described in the entrance book of Trinity College, Oxford. 

Ego. Robertus Skinner, fihus Mathoei Skinner, Armigeri, de Stratton Audley, in 
Comitatu Oxoniensi, Admissus sum generosus commensalis, sub tutamine Magistri 
Wills, men., December, 1670. He was B.A., July 2nd, 1674. He was admitted at the 
Inner Temple, 6th November, 1673, and then described, as filius Domini Skinner, do 
Hallow in Com. Worcester. He was called to the Bar, 12th February, 1681. 

He married Anne, eldest daughter of William Buckby,Serjeant-at-Law, by Mary his 
wife, only daughter of Sir Richard Raynsford, Knight, of Dullington, Northamptonshire ; 
a Baron of the Exchequer, November 16th, 1663; Judge of the King's Bench, 
February 19th, 1669; Lord Chief Justice of England, May 12th, 1676. A fine portrait 
of Raynsford adorns the Parliament Room in Lincoln's-Inn. It appears, by the Bishop's 
will, that the Raynsfords were related to him. He was a diligent lawyer, as is shown 
by " Skinner's Reports," and being, at an early age. Judge of the Marshalsea Court, 
died March 20th, 1697-8, and was buried in St. Faith's under St. Paul's. He had three 
sons and three daughters, Anne, Catheriiie, and Mary, all bom in Lincoln's-Inn-Fields. 

His eldest son, Matthew, was bom October 22nd, 1689; and in 1704, aged 14, 
was admitted a Scholar of St. Peter's College, Westminster ; was in 1 709 cilected a 
Student of Christ Church College, Oxford ; and on June 20th, of the same j ear, was 
entered as a Student at Lincoln's-Inn, William Melmoth, grandfather of John hkynner, 
Sub-Dean of York, being his surety. On coming of age, he acquired the tainiiy property 
at Welton, and on April 21st, 1716, was called to the Bar, and joined the Oxford Circuit. 

His mother, Anne, died at 6 a.m., June 24th, 1718, and was buried the Thursday 
night following, within the rails of the Chancel of St. Mary's Church, Bath. In the 
year following, September 8th, 1719, he mamed Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas 
Whifcfield, Esq., of Watford Place, Herts. He took a residence in Watling Street, 
London, having been admitted, by purchase, from Simon Urling^ Eao^,^ Govs!L\N>L<yo.T^\K5>55^2x 
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of the City of London, the title given to each of the four Counsel, to whom, till lately, 
was given the exclusive privilege of practice in the Lord Mayor's Court. He surrendered 
this office, July 4th, 1722, to Thomas Qazzard, who was afterwards Judge of the Sheriff's 
Court, and Common Serjeant. He then removed to the City of Oxford, where he 
continued in full practice for seventeen years, and constantly travelled the Oxford Circuit. 

On May 30th, 1721, he was elected Recorder of Oxford, and in Easter Term, 1724, 
was, with eleven others, made Serjeant-at-Law, giving gold rings, with the motto "bonus 
felixque." At the general election in 1 728, he unsuccessfully contested the borough of 
Andover, and in the same year, he published notes of cases argued in the King's Bench 
from the 33 Car. ii*., to 9th TVilliam HI., made by his learned father, Robert, and now 
quoted as ** Skinner's Reports," 

He was made a King's Serjeant on June 11th, 1730, and afterwards, by letters 
patent, dated May 12th, 1734, " The King's Serjeant," during pleasure then, and till 1811 
the highest rank at the Bar. He was, the same year, elected M.P. for the City of Oxford. 

Ho was Treasurer of Serjeant's-Inn, and appears to have provided, in 1737, the 
official mace, still used by that Society, his name being engraved on it. 

He resigned his seat for Oxford in 1738, succeeding, by the appointment of his friend 
Sir Robert Walpole, as Chief Justice of Chester, John Yerney, Esq., made Master of the 
Rolls; and it appears, by different letters patent, enrolled in 1739, he was made Chief 
Justice of Chester s\,nd Flu it, and also of Denbigh and Montgomery, at the several 
salaries of £500, £200, and £30 a-year. Li these offices he was in 1740, associated with 
the Honourable John Talbot, as his puisne judge, ancestor of the Honourable John 
Chetwynd Talbot, Q.C., who by his death in 1852, made vacant the office of Recorder 
of Windsor, since then held by Allan Maclean Skinner, Q.C., on the recommendation of 
the Right Honourable Spencer H. Walpole. He conducted for the Crown, as Prime 
Serjeant, on July 28th, 1746, the prosecution of Lord Kilmarnock for high treason, taking 
precedence, by virtue of his patents, of the Attorney General ; though it would seem, 
that he somewhat tediously delivered his speech, (preserved in the State trials), 
if his manner justified the joke of Horace Walpole, who thus amusingly alludes to 
the recollection of Lord Cowper's eloquence, on sentencing Lord Derwentwater 
and others to death, in February, 1716. "After the second Scotch rebellion, 
Lord Hardwicke presided at the trials of the rebel Lords. Somebody said 
to Sir Charles Wyndham, *0h, you don't think Lord Hardwicke's speech good, 
because you heard Lord Cowper's.' 'No,' he replied, *but I do think it tolerable, 
l^ecauso I heard Serjeant Skinner's.' " 
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On October 2 let, 1749, he died at Oxford, Premier King's Serjeant, Chief Judge 
of Chester, and Recorder of Oxford. He was buried in Christ Church Cathedral, and on 
a slab, placed on a pillar after his wife's death, by their only surviving child Matthew, is 
found this epitaph to their memory : — 



MatthflBtis Skinner, Armiger 
Civitatis Oxon Becordator, 
CestrisB Jnsticiarins Capitalis 
Serenissimi Regis Geoi^ 2di, 
Semens ad legem Primarins 
Qni hnjnsce edis olim alamnns 
Hie, inter socios, 
Ossa sua recondi yolnit 
Obiit Oct. XXI. mo., A.D. MDCCXLIX. no. 
.ZBtatis LX mo. 
Snb eodem marmore 
Prope Conjngis Reliqnias 

Reposits sunt 

Etiam ElizabethsB Skinner 

FiliflB Thomse Whitfield 

De Watford in agro Herfordiensi, arm. 

Obiit XXVn mo. Dec, A.D. MDCCLX mo. 

.ZBtatis LX mo. 



On a stone over the tomb is written, " Hie jacent Matthaeus Skinner, arm. et 
Elizabetha, uxor ejus, 1761." 

His second brother Richard, bom May 31, 1693, died July 26, 1746, and was buried 
August 3, at Low Leyton, Essex. His third brother Samuel, bom January 13, 1696, was 
in the service of the East India Company, and slain by Augria, the pirate, in 1731. 

His three eldest sons died young, and were buried in the Chapel of Merton College ; 
where, by the following Epitaphs which he wrote to their memory, he showed not only 
their promise, but his own enjoyment of the strongly-marked, and hereditary, characteristic 
of the race — " family affection," — a quality so strongly exhibited by his surviving child, 
Matthew. 
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H. S. E. 

Bobertus Skinner. 

Filius Mathsei Skinner 

Servientis ad legem 

et hujusce civitatis 

Becordatorii 

Obiit qnarto die Aprilis A.D. 1728 

Aono seiatis septimo 
Qui spe, quam annis, provectior, 

optimse indolis indicia, 
tanqnam tenera plantuloe folia, 

Ubertim edidit, 

Nonnnllos etiam tulit propagines 

quin brevi decerptus 

id snis solum reliquit 

ominari 

Qoam dulcis foret maturior messis 

Tales com faerint primitise. 

HIC etiam cum fratris oineribns suos miscet 

Georgins filius alter Mathsei Skinner 
Qui obiit primo die Novembris A.D. 1728 
Aono setatis secundo. 
HIC juxta fratrum cincres deponit suos 
Thomas Skinner 
Mathsi Skinner nnius servientium 
Domini Begis ad Legem, 
Et Comitatus Palatini Castrise 
Capitalis Justiciarii 
Filius, 
Mira in parentes pietate, in amicos amore. 
In omnes benevolentia insignitus, 
Qui puer apud Westmonasterienses 
Sub optimo magistro liberaliter institutus, 
In collegium divi Johannis Baptistse 
se transtulit, 
Ubi scientiam umltiplicem feliciter consecutus, 
AtiTmnn vicessimum yix e^qpleverat. 
Cum suis luctuose grayiter omnibus 
Febris vi consumptus est, 
Octobris die 28 Anno Domini 1743 

Juvenis, 

Quicumque hunc lapidem intueris 

Ne quod breves huic labores credas irritos. 

Nee cedas idcirco tuis, 

Finem studiorum optimum sibi 

Proponentibus, vita non eripitur, 

8ed mors donatur premium. 
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His sixth son and only surviving child Matthew, born at Oxford, March 8, 1729, was 
admitted at Lincoln's Inn, November 28, 1747, called to the Bar Michaelmas Term, 1763. 
Being of ample means he lived quietly at his residence on Richmond Green, the old Palace, 
where Queen Elizabeth died. His life, entirely domestic, was passed in the enjoyment 
of kindly sympathies, most fully expressed in the blank pages of his bible ; but among the 
copious entries upon family matters, his recorded regret for the death of his first bom 
child, is very affecting : — 

On Sunday morning, 7 o'clock, Sept. 11th, 1774, died my dear daughter Elizabeth 
Skinner, of a fever, aged 12, and was buried on Saturday, Sept. 17, in the vault of her 
great Aunt Mrs. Catherine James, in the parish Church of Ewell, in Surrey. 

God's will be done. She was truly a most amiable child, beloved by all, of a sweet 
mild disposition, obedient, strictly true, piously good and charitable, patient and sub- 
missive under many severe illnesses, and in the last, an example worthy of the highest 
admiration. O, may my last end be like hers. No fretfulness, thankful for every thing, 
submitting with astonishing fortitude to every operation that was thought necessary, 
and, when severe pain would let her, ever putting up pious ejaculations. An Angel upon 
earth. Take her for all in all, I never shall see her like again. 

He that ever lost an Angel, pity me I 

Sept. 11th, 1784. Ten years this day, since my dear daughter Elizabeth died, 
whose dear memory is still and ever will be deeply engrafted in my heart. My loss, her 
gain I for ever blessed. 

Sept. 11, 1794. Twenty years this ever to be lamented day, since my dearly 
beloved daughter Elizabeth departed this life, to my heartfelt gri^f ; her dear memory 
will be always cherished in my breast to the hour of my death. 

Sept. 11, 1804. Thirty years this day, ever to be lamented, since my dearly beloved 
daughter Elizabeth died, whose loss I shall ever regret. " She being made perfect in a 
short time, (12 years) fulfilled a long time, for her soul pleased the Lord, therefore 
hasted He to take her away from among the wicked." — Wisdom of Solomon, c. 14, 
V. 13, 14. 

The just die young and are happy. God's will is always best, my dear child is 
infinitely more happy and safe, than she would have been in this world. 

Coelitas data, Coelitus recepta. 

Heaven gave her (Octr. 7, 1762). Heaven took her again (Sept. 11, 1774). 

Fecit ad astra Viam. 

She is ascended into Heaven. 



I 
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He died June 14th, 1814, aged 84 years, three months before the completion of the 
10th year since his last record of regret. Would his sympathies have been as strong to 
urge him to renew his lamentations in his 85th year. He married May 11, 1761, Anne, 
daughter of Hatch Moody, Esq., of Carpenters, Herts. She died before him, June 19, 
1798. 

Two children survived him. 

Matthew, bom Dec. 19, 1764; baptized at Richmond, Jan. 15,1765; admitted at St. 
Peter's College, Westminster, 1779; elected Student of Christ Church, Oxford, 1783 
May 18, 1788, ordained Deacon; December 18, 1791, Priest, by the Bishop of Oxford 
24 February, 1792, Chaplain to Horace Walpole, Earl of Oxford; M.A. 1792 and F.A.S. 
was appointed June 25, 1801, Chaplain to the Right Honorable George, Earl of Onslow 
and in 1803, Rector of Woodsnorton, and of Swanton Novers, Norfolk. 

He preached the sermon at the visitation at Walsingham, May 3, 1804; was 
appointed Chaplain to the Bishop of Norwich, 1805 and June 21, 1813, preached the 
visitation sermon in the Cathedral of Norwich; he died June 23, 1825, and was buried 
at Woodsnorton. 

His sister Mary Anne, bom at Richmond, April 6, 1770, was baptized May 11, her 
cousin John Skynner, of Lincoln's Inn (afterwards Lord Chief Baron), being a sponsor. 
She married Alexander Longmore, L.L.B., Vicar of Great Baddow and of Rainhara, 
Essex. Their eldest son Matthew, bom l794; died 1810 ; and their second son William 
Alexander, Lieutenant, Royal Navy, having served, in 1809, in La Niemen frigate, 
44 guns, in 1812, in the Hannibal, 84 guns, and endured imprisonment with the French, 
from July 26th, 1813, till May 15th, 1814,* died January 11th, 1823, and was buried at 
Castletown, Beerhaven, Ireland, their third son succeeded to his uncle's property, 
and became the representative of the elder branch of the Bishop's family, assuming, 
by direction of his Uncle Matthew's will, the name and arms of Skinner only, under Royal 
Licence, dated October 19, 1825. Now Major Samuel James Skinner, Royal Artillery, 
of Branwoods, Great Baddowes, near Chelmsford, J. P., and Deputy*Lieutenant for 
Essex; bom 1798, married in 1827, Charlotte Sophia, eldest daughter of Jacob 
Elton, of the Grove, Dedham, Essex. He has no family, but his younger brother Philip 
Longmore, of Hertford Castle, who married Sabine, second daughter of the same Jacob 
Elton, has had fourteen children, of whom ten grew up. 

1st. — The Rev. Philip Alexander Longmore, M.A., of Emanuel College, Cambridge. 
Licumbent of Hermitage, Berks. Married Mary Lewis, daughter of the 
Rev. John Blissard, Vicar of Hampsted Norreys, Berks, no children. 



* He was captured in a boat attack ofF Brest, and sent to Verdun. 
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2nd. — William James Longmore, (deceased), late of the Bengal Civil service, 
who left one son, 

3rd. — Captain Charles Matthew Longmore, of the Bengal Staff Corps. Married 
Ada, daughter of the Rev. Samuel Stockwell, Rector of Wylye, Wilts, has 
one child. 

4th.— Matthew Skinner Longmore, of Hertford, Solicitor. Married Annie, also 
daughter of the Rev. S. Stockwell, and has three children. 

5th. — ^IVIaiy Annie Sophia, married Gteorge Schyler Cardew, M.D., Deputy- 
Inspector General at Lucknow, has seven children. 

6th. — Charlotte Susan, married J. C. Wells, Esq., of Weybridge. 

7th. — ^Erameline Jane, deceased, married Rev. William Longmore ; after his death, 
E. Isaac Espinasse, eldest son of the Judge ol County Courts, but left no 
children. 

8th. — Ellen Margaret, married to John Marchant, Esq., has two children. 

9th & loth. — Sabine and Jessie Elizabeth, 

And so the elder branch of the Bishop's descendants, in the male line, comes to an 
end in two hundred years, and the property passes, through an heiress, into the family 
of Longmore ; and it may be worthy of remark, as a curious co-incidence, that the families 
of Skinner and Elton, both of Ledbury, should find two brothers, John and Edward Skynner, 
about 1620, maiTying two sisters, Joyce and Constance, daughters of Ambrose Elton, of the 
Hazells, and two centuries after. Major Skinner and his brother marrying, in Essex, two 
sisters of the same family. 

But, in the male line, there are still many descendants of the Bishop, who may still 
perpetuate his name, by doing good service to the State. 

The Bishop's Second son — Robert, of Whitstone, in the parish of Claynes, in the 
county of Worcester, bom 6th March, 1625, died May, 1681, and, as his will 
(dated 8th February, 1680; proved 14th July 1681) directs, he was buried 
May 11th, in the oturch of Claynes. 

Married, 1st— Prudence, daughter of Ralph Thomas, of Lanton, in the 
county of Oxford. 
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Manied, 2ud— Eleanor, sister of John Cowcher, of Red Marley Davit, 
county of Worcester. 

The Bishop's Third son — ^Thomas of Lanton (aforesaid) died without issue. 

Manied a daughter of T. Savage, of !Frinkford, county of Oxford. 

Do. Fom-th son — Samuel) of London, bom 10th July^ 1683; buiied 6th October, 

1709. Manied, Ist— 

Had issue : — 

1st. — Anne, eldest daughter, married William Procter of Epsom, in the 
county of Surrey. 

2nd. — ^Hannah, manied Daniel Brattle, Esqre. 

3rd. — Elizabeth, married Ambrose. 

Manied, 2ndly, in 1681 — ^had one daughtijr, Frances, who married Christopher 
Hanbuiy, Merchant, 1708 ; and one son, viz. 

Samuel, Esqre, of the parish of St. Leonard, Bromley, county of Middlesex; 
bmied 3rd September 1767; administration, 14th September, 1758, granted 
to his relict Catherine, daughtei^* of EUia Russell, of Bromley (aforesaid). 

Had issue : — 

Ist. — Samuel, of London, named in the will of his grandfather, 1708. 

2nd. — EKas, named in the will of his grandfather, 1708. 

3rd.— JOHN of St. Botolph, Aldgate, named in the will of his grandfather, 
1708, (of whom presently). 

4th. — Russell, died unmanied, of St. Botolph, Aldgate, London. 

6th.— Joseph, died unmanied, of the parish of Dunstan, Stepney, county 
of Middlesex. 

6th. — ^Benjamin, died unmanied, of Bromley. 

One daughter— Elizabeth, married Dr. Josiah Cole, of Mark Lane, 
Zondon. 
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John (aforesaid), of the parish of St, Botolph, Aldgate, in the City of London. 
Married Mary Rose. 

Had issue : — 

1st. — Joseph, of the City of London, and of Wanstead, in the county of 
Essex, Esqre., died March, 1797. 

2nd. — ^Russell, of Newton House Lymington, county of Hants, Esqre., 
died 29th December, 1786, of whom hereafter. 

One daughter — ^Anne, unmarried. 

, Joseph, of the City of London, and of Wansted, John's eldest son. 

Married Mary, daughter and co-heiress of Captain Thomas Walker, of 
London, 20th May, 1762, her descendants under a patent, dated 1828, 
from Garter and from Clarence, King of Arms, quarter her arms with 
those of Skinner. 

Had issue : — 

1st. — ^Russell, of Burton Street, Bni'ton Crescent, county of SGddlesex, 
' Esqre., bom 17th .July, 1766 (liA-ing in 1829). 

Man-ied Mary, daughter of Thomas Fenn, Esqre,, of Ballington, near 
Sudbury. 

Had issue : — 

1st. — Samuel, bom 18th June, 1799; died 1st November, 1811. 

2nd, — Russell, bom 12th January, ISOl ; died following April. 

3rd. — Russell, only surviving son, bom 3rd June, 1803, Rector of 
Sweffling, Saxmimdham, Suffolk, (of whom below). 

And Mary, bom 16th June, 1804 ; died September following. 

2nd. — Joseph, married 3l8t October, 1798, to Frances, daughter of Major 
Godwin, of the East India Company's Service. He died at Ceylon, 
without issne, 8th Febmary, 1819. 
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3rd. — Samuel, of Shirley Park, of whom hereafter. 

And five daughters — ^Mary Anne, Catherine, Marienne, Harriett, Sophia. 

The above-mentioned Revd. Russell Skinner, of Sidney, Sussex College, Cambridge, 
M.A., Rector of Sweffling, elder male representative of the Bishop's fourtli son, 
married Violetta, daughter of Thomas Williams, Esq., of Cowley Grove, near Uxfield, 
Mddlesex (who died January, 1852). 

His only son, Russell Walton Skinner, of Clare Hall, Cambridge, B.A., February 25, 
1864, is now occupied in sheep farming in the Argentine Republic, about 200 miles from 
Buenos Ayres, South America. 

His two daughters are Violetta Mary, bom at Sweffling, August 4, 1835, who, with 
Christian zeal, has given her youth to good works; and, in the most catholic spirit, invited 
to her friendship, and liberally entertained all those young people, who, away from their 
homes, laboured, for the benefit of the public, in the Great Exhibition of 1862, in a 
manner, that while it won for her at the time, the title of " the good Miss Skinner," was 
calculated to do more honour to the name of her illustrious ancestor the Bishop, than any 
praise which words can give ; and that title she well sustained, not only by her affec- 
tionate ministrations among them, but also by the tone of several works written by her 
in order to raise funds to be expended in works of charity. And, secondly, Lucy Judith, 
bom at Sweffling, December 3, 1836 ; married June 30, 1858, Edmund Harwick 
Marriott, eldest son of the Rev. Edmund Harwick Mandott, Incumbent of Farnhurst, 
Haslemere. She died January 13, 1861, leaving two children, Lennard Clement and 
Lucy Skinner Marriott. 

Samuel Skinner, Esqre., of Shirley Park, near Croydon, Surrey (aforesaid), bom at 
Wanstead, Essex, 4th July, 1 744, was educated at Eton. Sometime Judge of 
Circuit at Chitoor, Madras. Married 13th June, 1808, Maiy, fourth daughter 
of Robert Routledge, Esqre., of Kirk Mannington, Co. Durham. The genial 
tenderness and hearty hospitality of this most gifted lady are touchingly 
alluded to incidentally in a poem addressed to her niece, in the following 
stanzas: — 

" And those dear days, and those lov'd friends ; and *mid the crowded hall 
Of her, whose smile was kindest, and most cherish'd to us all — 
The hand that held the fairy chain, the lip that wore the spell. 
That held our fireside cirde^ bound, so tenderly, and well 
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" Here, as I blend her name with thine, in one and the same breath, 
I bless her with a blessing — ^with a blessing until death, 
For the sorrows she has softened, the sighs that she hath sighed — 
For the hearts that she has gladdened, and the eyes that she has dried.'' 

Her memory is preserved also in the hearts of many yet surviving, whose 
names and station would show the real attractions of her hospitality, not only 
to the English but also to foreigners. The present Emperor of the French, 
in his younger days, found a welcome at her house. Barons Humboldt and 
Denon, attracted by her knowledge of Persian, made her acquaintance abroad. 
N. P. Willis, the American author, in her charming house at Shirley Park, 
not only found a home, but a wife. To extend the catalogue, would be to 
furnish a list of the talented and polished of her day. Many authors pre- 
sented her with copies of their works. T\\e Rector of Croydon has also 
testified that the poor had lost most kind friends when she and her loved 
husband left Shirley Park. She died 21st April, 1865, having mourned her 
husband's loss eleven months, he having died 21st May, 1864. 

Had Issue : — 

1st, — Russell Morland. 

2nd. — Benjamin (died in infancy). 

3rd. — Charles Bruce Groemf* . 

Russell Mor^land, bom 11th April, 1809. Educated at Harrow (where he was a 
contemporary and friend of Lord Herbert, of Lee, Augustus Stafford, etc.), 
and Trinity College, Cambridge. Presented with an appointment to the 
Bengal Civil Service, a.d. 1829. Sometime Judge of Kishnaghur. 

Married, 6th October, 1830, Louisa, daughter of Charles Becher, Esqre., 
B.C.S., of Chancellor House, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Her brother, 
Lieut.-Col. Chas. Becher, commanding 8th Lregulars, Cavalry, Bengal, 
was highly mentioned by Lord Crough, Sir Charles Napier, &c.,and died 
in pursuit of Tautia Topee. 

Issue — Seven sons, and two daughters. 
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1st, Charles Bruce, bom 7th August, 1834. The following lines were addressed 
to him when he was nearly four years old, as seated on the ground, with 
a small basket of flowers, he formed them into a boat, and, tying a rose 
to a green silk thread, he lowered it, saying — " See my anchor I '' 

" Let thy flowery bark sail on, fair child ; 
Push thy vessel from the shore ; 
For eyes of brighter blue ne'er smiled 
On so fair a freight before. 

" The wind will woo it lovingly, 
And the ripple bear it on. 
While thou wilt stand and laugh to see 
Its progress — ^happy one ! 

" The fairy helm is a jasmine spray 
Covered Mdth stariy bloom ; 
The sail is a purple Iris gay, 

With its tribute of rich perfume. 

" The anchor, attached by a silken string, 
To serve at the journey's close. 
Is nature's fairest and sweetest thing, 
A half unfolded rose ! 

" Laugh on, thou young and lovely child, 
With that bright and beaming brow, 
Which no touch of earth has yet defil'd. 
Why should we tell thee now, 

" How many there are who recklessly, 
In this fair world of ours. 
Sport with the heart's most lovely throes, 
As thou dost with thy flowers ! " 

JuT/tA PaBDOE, 

Shirley Parh^ Mh Jvlyy 1838. 
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" The boy who hangs on yonder stredm^ 

Has talents far above his yectrs^ 
He gilds the father's daily dream^ 

And wakes a mother's hopes and fears. 
A rose, a silken thread had held, 

Fell in the stream and sailed along, 
The boy with eager look behold. 

Then mui'mured as with poet's tongue, 
^ Behold the anchor, which shall glide 

My infant bark through life's career — 
The lightning from the silk shall glide, 

The rose shall warn when danger's neai*.' " 

By Sib Oeobgb Duckett. 

He showed such a talent for sculptm*e, as a boy, that B. Westmacott 
encouraged him to pursue that art. He was so good an artist that one of his 
drawings still ornaments his schoolmaster's room. At Haileybury and Cal- 
cutta Colleges he was distinguished, and carried off prizes in Persian. He was 
a most active magistrate and most efficient officer. Subjoined is an account 
of his early and lamented death, which occurred on the 16th February, 1863, 
communicated in a letter to his father, from Alonso Money, Esqre., Commis- 
sioner of Bhaugalpore. — "Your son, C. B. Skinner, has, it appears, been 
suffering for a long time from disease of the heart. A violent attack came on 
yesterday in the afternoon ; and in the evening he died. The service has lost 
a good officer ; and all who knew him deplore the loss of a kind-hearted 
gentleman. 

Manied, Ist — 3rd June, 1857 — ^Harriette Catherine, daughter of Lieut- 
Col. J. C. Tudor. Bom 14th November, 1838 ; died 23rd October, 1860. 

Issue : — 

1st. — ^Bruce Morland, bom 3rd April, 1858. 

2nd. — ^Evelyn Colin, bom 12th October, 1860. 

Married, 2ndly— 24th May, 1861— Harriet West, daughter of Revd. J. C. 
Browne, "Vicar of Dudley, Worcestershire. 
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Issue: — Enaest Edward Becher, bom 28th May, 1862. 

2nd Russell Morland, bom llth October, 1837. 

Whose career up to this time is sho^vn below. 



Cbrtificatb No. 4. 

At the request of Lieut. R. M. Skinner, late 66th N.I., who seri^ed under my com- 
mand, during the years of the mutiny 1857, and 1868, 1 have pleasure in recording that 
he perfoimed his duty well, in three actions, in the Teraie, under the Kemaon Hills ; and 
it was reported to me, that in the latter (the battle of Cherpoorah), he saved the life of 
his commanding officer. Major Baugh, who commanded the Goorkah contingent, to which 
Lieut. Skinner was attached. 

J. R. McCauslakd, Brigadier^ 

Commanding GwcUior District, 

MoBAK, H. Collier, Lieut. 

31, Jitl^y 1860. t £r. M. Sth Hussars. 



Certificate No. 5. 



DoRUNDA Chota Magpore, 

Sth, Oct. 1861. 
Sir, 

Consequent on the departure of Lieut. Adjt. Wynter, on leave to Calcutta, 

with a view to obtaining six months medical certificate to the Nielgherries, may I 

request the favor of your pressing on his honor, the Lieut. Governor, the urgency of 

appointing another officer to that situation, the Corps being under orders to take the field, 

and my having no efficient officer among the uncovenanted men to fill that post. I trust 

I may be excused for bringing to your notice the name of a young officer, who is out of 

employ at this station, (Lieut. R. JVL Skinner, late 56th N. I.) who would gladly 

accept the appointment. I have known Lieut. Skinner, lor many months as Adjutant of 

the late Ramgurh Irregular Cavalry, and I can vouch for his being an intelligent, smart, 

and painstaking officer; and I am certain would prove an acquisition to the force, either 
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in its present or amended form, and being on the spot, may perhaps prove a convenience. 
I shall be very glad to have Lieut. Skinner as Adjutant, should the above recommendation 
be of any service, and there be no other officer available. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

J. L. Nation, 
Major Commanding Bengal Police Battalion, 

H. Collier, 
To Major Rattray, 8^/i Hussars, 

Jnsj)ector General of Police Battalion^ 
Lower Provinces. 



No. 6. 

Having been requested by Lieut. R. M. Skinner, 56th Regiment, N. L, Adjutant, 
and acting 2nd in command of the Ramgurh L-regulaV Cavalry, to furnish him with a 
certificate, I do so with much pleasure, but at the same time with diffidence, as this officer 
has already been recommended to his Excellency the Commander in Chief, by no less a 
person than Major Becher, (septimus) Deputy Adjutant General, that alone I consider 
a sufficient guarantee for his aptness to fill any appointment that his Excellency might be 
pleased to confer upom him, as I feel sure that Major Becher would never bring any but 
deserving officers to Sir Hugh Rose's notice. And as it further appears that Lieut. R. 
M. Skiimer, in an engagement with the rebels during the mutiny, saved his commanding 
officer's life, at the risk of his own ; that noble act speaks for itself; however, where 
possibly my statement may be of utility is, that I can conscientiously say that Lieut, 
R. M. Skinner is perfectly conversant with his duties of Adjutant of an Irregular Cavalry 
Regiment; and that he has thoroughly mastered the Cavalry Drill, which is 
the more creditable to him, as he belongs to the Infantry Branch of the Service. 
Lieut. Skinner has, moreover, conducted his duties to the entire satisfaction of 
Captain G. Ferris, H. M. 97th Regiment, late commanding Ramgm*h Irregular Cavalry, 
as I have frequently heard Captain Ferris express himself in the most flattering terms 
of this officer's assiduity, in which commendation I can justly join. 

Signed H. Collier, Lieut. 

M, M, Sth Hussars. 

DORUNDAH, 

I5th June, 1861. 
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No. 7. 

No. 3,949, Commander-in-Chief's Office, 

Head Quarters, Calcutta, 

9th July^ 1861. 



Sir, 



With reference to your application of the 16th and iVth ultimo, for re-employment, 
and the intercession of Major-General A. Becher, C.B., for you to receive the 
appointment of Acting- Adjutant to the Left Wing of the Mynpoorie Levy, his 
Excellency desires me to state that he has been much pleased with your good statement 
of services, and consequently accedes to your wish to remain with that Corps ; and, 
further, that when you wish to leave Dorundah, you are to report to me, in view to his 
Excellency's giving your case due consideration for further employment. 

I have, the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

H. S. St. JOHN, Ma^iyr, 
Military Secretary to Sir Hugh Rose^ G. C.-Z?., 
Commander-in- Chief in India, 



Signed, 



Lieut. R. M. Skinner, 
Adjutant late Mamgurh Cavalry^ 
Dorundah. 



H. Collier, Xieuty 

H,M. Sth Hussars. 



The following Certificates which were forwarded to the Military Secretary to the 
Commmider-in' Chief had not been returned by him^ and duplicates cotdd not 
be obtained^ as the officers had left India. 

1st. From the Deputy-Adjutant-Qeneral of the Army, who was on the spot, and 
heard of Lieut. Skinner's good services. 

2nd. Col. J. Graham, Commanding 29th N.L, (who recommended him for the 
Victoria Cross.) 

3rd. Major Baugh, Commanding Goorkah Contingent, alluded to in Certificates 

Nos. 4 and 6.) 

R. M. SKINNER, 

Dorundah, ZcOe 56th If.L 

l%th February^ 1862. 



The following is ak Account of thb Battlb at Cherpoobah, 

February \\t\ 1868. 
(v. Certificatb 4.) 

The enemy have threatened us on two sides for a long time, so we started off at 
10 o'clock p.m. of the 9th instant, to meet them, and marched to a place 17 miles off, 
where they were entr^ched ; we arrived here at about 6 o'clock in the morning. They 
were expecting some of the party that were encamped on the left side of ui, to pay 
them a visit that very morning, and when their cavalry regiment saw us coming, who 
were dressed the same as theirs, they fancied we were their friends, and came forward to 
meet us, but directly they came closer, and found out their mistake, they bolted off to 
their camp, and gave the alarm ; but we had time to fall in and fire a couple of rounds 
of Shrapnel into them before they had turned out ; but when they did begin firing, they 
did it in earnest. They opened five guns on us, and as we had only two, they got the 
best of it for sometime, until we disabled their 9-pounders, which were playing on us 

beautifully, as you may imagine, when I tell you Capt. M , who commanded one gun, 

had his hat knocked off his head by one round shot, another grazed his foot and lamed 
the gunner standing next him, and a third, hit one of the wheels of the gun. A man 
was bowled over on my left, and another shot went so close over my head, that if I had 
not stooped down it would have done for me. They fired 80 rounds at us with their 
guns ; we fired about 50 rounds, and then we got the order to charge. The jimgle was 
frightfully thick, and yet so low that they could see us going along the whole way, and 
kept turning the guns on our left, and firing the grape at us until we got at their flank, 
while about 500 of the 66th Goorkhas charged them in front. They did not run away 
as usual, but fought it out at their guns. They came rushing out of their huts, and cut 
at us with their tulwars. Baugh was nearly polished off. He and I were about the 
first into the camp. A man had got hold of his horse's reins, and was just potting him 
with his blunderbuss, when I rushed up and seized hold of his gim with my left hand, 
and cut him do wn with my sword in the other hand. They fought like demons ; just as 
bad as the street fighting at Delhi or Lucknow. There were officers who were there, 
who had seen lots of service ; and they said they were never in such a smart engagement 
before. 



Extract from Another Letter, dated September SOth^ 1867, regarding 

the First Battle, noticed in Certificate No. 4. 

It seems a great pity we are obliged to stay up here, when our troops %xq fighting 
hard and getting knocked about down below. We expect, however, to go down in a few 
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days, directly the force from Delhi marches into Rohilcund. I broke my sword over a 
rebel's head the other day, and, would you believe it, I did not kill him? However, 
I killed one or two others. Here is an account of the affair: — A report reached us that 
a party, consisting of 1200 bad characters, had arrived at Huldwani (about twelve miles 
from this), which was confirmed by our seeing all the villagers running up the hill with 
all their effects, so we all assembled at the appointed place, and held a Council of War. 
Tliey determined on converting twenty officers into cavalry (amongst which I had the 
honour to be), and making these join the thirty men of the 8th Irregulars, who accompanied 
their officers up here, and about ten other officers, were made to go along with the 
Croorkhas. Our little force altogether consisted of 20 Volunteer Cavalry, 30 Irregulars 
(8th), 180 Goorkhas, 100 Levies, altogether 330 in number; but the Levies were not 
worth much, as they consisted of Bearers, Coolies, and others of the same class, who 
(had the enemy made anything of a resistance) would have fled at a place half way down 
the hill at dark, where we rested till ten o'clock next morning, when we again advanced 
till we got to the beginning of the Jungle. Here we halted again, and Captain Baugh 
and I were sent with four Sewars to go to reconnoitre. Directly we saw the enemy we 
halted till the column came up, and then we all advanced together, cavalry in front, nntil 
we got within about 200 yards of them. The order was given to charge, so on we 
rushed, expecting to have a good fight ; but the enemy waited till we got close, and then 
went to the right about and ran away as hard as they could. However, we killed 
upwards of 100 of them, only one man killed and two or three wounded on our side. 



Another Letter, dated January 8th, 1858, Huldwani, regarding Battle 2, 

V. Certificate 4. 

We are now encamped at Huldwani, where we had the fight in September. I have 
been posted to do duty with a regiment of Goorkhas, which has been sent down to us. 
It, however, only consists of 250 men ; but they fight well. We had an opportunity of 
trying them on the 1st of the month. We were seated quietly at breakfast, not expecting 
any attack, when a man rushed in and said that the enemy's Sewars had arrived. Well, 
we turned out and remained under arms for about half an hour, whilst two officers went 
to reconnoitre. They came across three or four Sewars, who fired at them, and then 
disappeared. We had scarcely time to fall in before some round shot oame flying over 
our heads ; in fact, we were fairly taken by surprise. We had no guns to return their 
tire, so we let them play on while we were being posted in our respective positions. I 
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had to hold a bridge against any charge of cavalry, which, with forty or fii\y inoxiH'rii^no^Ht 
soldiers (for our new Goorkhas do not know their drill }*et) was no oasjr miittf>r; 
however, luckily, the enemy had not the courage to charge. As soon as we had ci>lkvt«Hl 
some 200 men together, we charged their guns ; but the enemy only waitotl to giv«« un a 
couple of charges of grape, and then fled with tlieir guns. Tlioy won^ al>out IftOO stn>i% 
with Irregular Cavalry and two guns, and we only had 500 men, witii no cavalry, aiui no 
guns, yet we followed them and did not lose a single man I 



Manied, August, 1859 — Maria Josephine, daughter of John I)umor|(Uii| 
Esqre., late Judge of Allyghur, Bengal. 

Issue : — 

1st. — John Charles Morland, bom 1st July, 1860, 

2nd. — Bruce Frederick, bom 22nd June, 1863; diod 12th Octobcu*, 1NA4. 

3rd. — Helen Louisa, bom 13th February, 1865. 

3rd son. — Cortlandt, bom 3rd September, 1830; cfducaUtd at HatidhiifNi ( prv 
sented with a Commission in H. M. 19th Foot, in 1859 — LUmUmniiif 251 h 
January, 1862. 

4th. — ^Evelyn Bwintcm, bora 29th January, 1843; e^lucaUid at Harrow ; imU*rw\ 
the Madnw Army in 18^0 — Lieutenant, 3rd Marlrait Light Infantry, July, 
1862. 

6th.— James Tier»ey, bof« 2^t^ July, 1845; IL M. 18th lif>yal Iriwh, 1864; 
gained bis <xmuj3jJMMW hy ^/mjHiiiium at the iVjynl Miljiary OAU^v^ 
Saadhurtrt, in ociie y^^sar; msA (rabsequenily obtairM^<l an Extra FirnUAum 
Certifica^ at ihni IMmmA ^/f Mmkeiry at FleetwocMl^ 1 865. 

OtlL— Edmund Grey^ boro 2 Vth January, 1 850. 

rtlL— Bedb«r, bom 25tli Octc^ber, 185S. 

8tiL— Louisa Eoutledg*, died OcU*er, 1837, 
^tlb — Mary Emily. 
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3rd. — Charles Bruce Graeme, born 20tli October, 1816 ; educated at Harrow and 
Tiinity College, Cambridge. Published " Sketches in Norway y"* " Norwegian 
TaieSy^ " Transfer of Land Billy'* &c. Called to the Bar at Lincoln's Inn, 
November l^th, 1841. Now Judge of Sandhurst, Victoria, Australia. 

Married liouise Gertrude, daughter of Thomas B. Swinhoe, Escjre., Solicitor- 
General of H.E.LC.S. 

Issue — Six Sons and one Daughter. 

1st. — ^Russell Grey, bom June 25th, 1845. 

2nd. — ^Edward Morland, bom March 8th, 1847. 

3rd. — William Henry Stock, bom June 20th, 1850, R.N. Midshipman, 
H.M.S. Britannia. 

4th, — George Lindsay. 

6th. — Charles Ross. 

6th. — ^AUan Swinton. 

Vth. — ^Ida May. 

Russell Skinner, of Newton House (aforesaid) sometime of the Honourable East 
India Company's Civil Service, married, 1771, Mary Page, and by her 
(who survived him, and was buried at Camerton, in the county of 
Somerset, 1837) he had issue, ten children. He died in 1785, and was buried 
at Boldre Chm-ch. On his grave was the following inscription : — 

In this Vault were deposited 

on the 

29tli Dec. 1785, the remains of 

BUSSELL SKINNER, EtMi., 

of Newton Honse, 

His integrity in commercial affairs — 

His virtues in domestic life — 

His uprightness as a Magistrate, 

were 

exact, amiable, unbiassed, and exemplary. 
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The following were his children : — 

1st. — Russell, sometime of Queen's College, Oxon, bora 1771, died 1832; 
buried at Camerton, aforesaid; married, in 1796, Sarah Humby, and 

had issue, one child onljr (Selina), who died a spinster, 1815. 

« 

2nd. — John, of Trinity College, Oxon, Rector of Camerton, M.A., and 
F.A.S., born 1772; died 1839, and was buried at Camerton, he was 
Student of Lincoln's Inn, Nov. 29, 1794. He married, in 1805, Anne, 
eldest daughter of Joseph Holmes, Esqre., and had issue, six children, 
viz: — 

1st. — Laura, bora 1806, died 1820. 

2nd. — Fitzowen George, bora and died in 1807. 

3rd. — Fitzowen, of Lincoln's Inn, Barrister-at-Law, and sometime of 
Trinity College, Oxon, M.A., bom 29th Febraary, 1808. 

4th. — ^Anna, born 16th February, 1809, married in the year 1839, to 
W. R. A. Boyle, of Lincoln's Inn, Barrister-at-Law, and has issue, 
two sons and two daughters. 

5th. — Joseph Henry, bora 12th May, 1810; died a bachelor, 
February, 1833, and buried at Camerton. 

6th.— Eliza Tertia, bora 7th June, 1811 ; died 2nd Febraary, 1812. 

3rd. — ^Marianne, bora 1774, died unmarried, December 1815, and buried 
in Clerkenwell burying-groimd. 

4th. — Edward, bora 1775, killed by a fall from a tree, 1792, whilst serving 
as Midshipman aboard the Iphigenia frigate; buried at Milford Haven. 

6th. — Eliza, bora 1776, died unmarried, 1812 ; buried at Hertford. 

6th. — WiUiam North, bora 1777, died S.P., 1823, buried at Minchinhamp- 
ton, Gloucestershire. Married Charlotte Jane, only daughter of 
Lieut.-Col. Parslow. 

7th. — Laura, bora 1778, died S.P., 1823, buried at Camerton (aforesaid). 
Married Henry Manningham, of the Foreign Office, Esqre. 
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8th. — ^Henry, LieuteDant in the Honourable East India Company's Military 
Service, bom 1780, died a bachelor, 1801, on voyage from India. 

9th. — Fitzowen George, Post Captain, R.N., bom 1782, died unmarried. 
May, 23, 1810, buried at Hertford. 

10th. — Emma, bom 1783, died a spinster, 1812; buried at Hertford. 



Lines by the Rev. John Skinner, on the death of his brother, Edward Skinner, who while 
serving Midshipman in the Iphegenia frigate, stationed off Milford Haven, was killed 
by a fall from a tree, which he had climbed whilst sporting with some of his shipmates 
on shore, a.d. 1792. 

Scenes of past joys — oh I why, unbidden, rise 
^ In quick succession thus on mem'ry's glass- 

Ceaseless ye flit, whilst tears bedim mine eyes, 

And sobs, not smiles, record you as ye pass ; 
For while I, sorrowing, muse with edge as keen, 

And look as rankling as fell Parthian's dart. 
Remembrance shoots from ambuscade unseen. 

And plants fresh sorrows in my bleeding heart. 

From cypress shades, in blackest garb of woe. 

Let memory rather call afflictive pain. 
Renew past pangs, bid briny torrents flow. 

And let my father's loss be mourned again ; 
But now past joys, like Job's false friends, intrude 

In mockery come to irritate my sore. 
Instead of balm to soothe my solitude. 

They add fresh throbs to wounds scarce heal'd before. 

Can sunshine please, bright beaming thro' his grate. 

The pining wretch in dreary dungeon pent ? 
Can dream of plenty hunger's pangs abate ? 

Or the void purse atone for treasures spent ? 
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Ah, no, in grief the retrospect alone 

Of comforts lost imparts a pang severe ; 
The mind, retentive, counts them one by one, 

Bathing each former treasure with a t<?ar. 

Thus, my dear Edward, while in sad review. 

Return the thoughts of joys untimely cros't, 
And all the halcyon days our boyhood knew, 

I mourn you deeply, but myself the most ; 
From earliest childhood was our friendship tried, 

Our love was ever genial, glad, and gay, 
Ever you ran to gambol at my side. 

Leaving for me the comrades of your play. 

For who at school, like your lov*d brother, shared 

Your fav'rite pastimes, or with ready hand 
Your bow and arrows, kite, and balls prepared, 

Repair'd your hoop, or brought ypur boat to land ? 
Or when fatigued, these glad diversions o'er. 

And evening came, we sought repose in bed ; 
Sweet were our slumbers then, we wish'd no more 

Than on one pillow both to rest the head. 

And hand in hand, how light we tripp'd along, 

Thro' Newtown's glades when spring the hawthorn drest 

In budding gems, or listen'd to the song 

Of blithesome blackbird thrilling near his nest. 

Can I forget the time when packet bore (*) 

Two sorrowing exiles from their fost'ring home. 

When our dim eyes had lost fair England's shore, 
And night clos'd in with more than usual gloom ? 



(♦) The two brothers sailed together for Holland in the year 1788, to be under a private tutor at Moordwyk, to 
leam the modem languages. The elder returned to England, in the year 1790, to matriculate at Oxford, and the i 
brothers never met again. \ 
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Whilst the light bark heel'd over to and fro, 

Adding fresh sufferings to our state forlorn, 
Confin'd in cot the night we pass'd below, 

A hell of torment till returning mom ? 
Ah, then how you, my dearest Edward, strove 

To veil your death-like sickness, mental pain ; 
Thoughtful alone for me, your anxious love 

For my convenience thought, nor thought in vain. 

Or when those many dreary moons we dwelt 

'Mongst Holland's sordid sons, how oft to thee 
Confiding every pang my bosom felt, 

I drew the sacred balm of sympathy ; 
And, oh, my brother, friend, companion dear, 

What selfish demon could have sway'd my brain, 
Home to have sail'd and left thee sorrowing there, 

But that I felt we soon should meet again. 

No, Edward, no ; yet still that mournful look, 

When I recall those tears which flow'd so fast, 
That squeeze presaging when my hand you took, 

All, all foretold that parting was our last. 
It was our last, indeed, and never more 

Shall I his sweet smile see, his sweet voice hear, 
Pluck'd like a flower he fell on Milford's shore 

Without a friend to sorrow o'er his bier. 

But was there none ? oh, yes ; his shipmates all 

(They must have been his friends), they mourning shed 
The bitter tear to view his fatal fall. 

One instant smiling, the next instant dead. 
Had the brave boy, contending 'gainst the foe, 

For Britain's honour nobly fought and died, 
Tliis had in part allay'd his brother's woe, 

It was his wish, and might have been my pride. 



THE RIGHT REVEREND ROBERT SKINNER, D.D. 43 

But agonising thought, that native fire 

Which had already shone in battle's rage, 
Had urged his soul to hazard and acquire 

The meed that works the heroes of our age, 
Was in a moment quench'd—his comrades saw 

And chid his daring — anxious to excel, 
He gain'd the pine tree's top, in silent awe 

They gazed, and shudd'ring as they gazed, he crashing fell. 

And oh, did not the spacious harbour round, 

Re-echo the deep groan his shipmates made. 
When rushing quick to raise him from the ground, [dead. 

They foimd the gen'rous youth, their lov'd companion, 

Hail, Milford Haven, fam'd for plaintive scene. 

Our bard immortal drew : who sheds a tear 
For the feign'd death of beauteous Imogene, 

May freely weep for there's no fiction here. 

And Edward, fair Fidele, was in truth 

As good and virtuous. May then Shakespeare's verse, 
So oft recited, note the lovely youth. 

And better than my pen his dirge rehearse. 

See Cymbeline^ Act 4, Scene 4. 



The follomng brief memoir of Lieut. Henry Skinner aforesaid, precedes a copy of verses, 
penned as a tribute to his memory by his brother, the Rev. John Skinner, 
m 1802. 

"My brother Henry, who, having served a little more than three years in the army, 
in India, with the esteem of his brother officers, and with the marked approbation of 
General Harris, who was well acquainted with his merit, died there of the liver complaint, 
before he had attained the age of twenty-one years. He felt the first approach of this 
fatal malady at the Siege of Seringatmtam, where he served as Lieutenant in the 
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Cavalry ; and finding its ravages increase, after his regiment returned fi'om the field, he 
procured leave of absence, and came back to England. 

" In the course of a few weeks, he was so entirely recovered, as to be able to 
accompany me on a tour through Wales, which I made in the year 1 800 : and after 
spending a very pleasant time together, amidst the Striking scenery of that most mteresting 
country, we parted at Conway, on the 6th of August. It was his wish to secure the 
earliest passage to India, in order to rejoin his regiment ; but feeling also anxious to visit 
the uiland counties, and the University of Cambridge, he accompanied two gentlemen 
thither, on their route from Wales. When taking leave of my dear brother, I fully ex- 
pected that we should meet again in Somersetshire, previously to his sailing, but in this 
expectation I was disappointed, as, on my return to my mother's, three weeks afterwards, 
I found that he had already started for Portsmouth, from whence he immediately pro- 
ceeded on his voyage, and performed it without accident ; but in less than a year after 
his return to India, his old complaint returned, with such violence that he was advised, as 
the only chance of saving his life, to make a voyage to China. With this advice he com- 
plied ; but w^as so entirely exhausted that he died on the passage off the Andamans. 
Before he sailed, he wrote me a letter, wherein he expressed himself fully sensible of his 
danger ; and another I received from his friend Strachey (who accompanied him) shortly 
after, confirmed my apprehensions, and informed me of the irreparable loss I had 
sustained. Mr. Strachey's communication is so feelingly expressive of his own regard, 
and testifies so strongly the general ophiion entertained of my brother's worth, that I 
conclude my brief account with a copy of it. 

" * Fort St. George, SOth January ^ 1802. 
" * My dear Sir, 

" ^ The sooner I tell you your loss, and in the fewer words the better. 
Notwithstanding the foolish hopes I entertained, you will, I trust, be better prepared to 
hear of poor Henry's death. He died the 4th of November, off the Andamans, com- 
I)letely exhausted. For the first week of his voyage he continued to get better ; but his 
disease returned, and never again left him till it prevailed. God bless him, and those 
who grieve for him. The praises of the dead are always the same. I shall not, therefore, 
weary you with trite eulogies respecting your brother, but only say he was a great 
favorite with all who knew him. Years will roll on, and he will be forgotten by many 
of his companions ; but it will be my pleasure to remember him to my last hour ; and I 
trust the thought of my meeting him again will be one of my comforts then as it is now. 



/ 
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This letter will enable you to break the news to your mother and sisters, as there is little 

doubt of its arrival in England before any other can reach them. God Almighty bless 

them. 

" ' Yours most truly, 

"*G. Strachbt.'" 



Lines in memory of Lieut. Henry Skinner, by his brother, the Rev. John Skinner. 

When autumn walks his annual round, 
Despoils our groves and russet ground 

Thick strews with withered leaves ; 
Or when bleeds failing of the flock, 
Or reapers bind the ripen'd shock, 

It is not then one grieves. 

Nor when within her tranquil breast. 
His troubles o'er, his labours ceas'd. 

Our mother earth receives 
The corpse of some age-burthen'd sire. 
Whose hopes to brighter realms aspire. 

It is not then one grieves. 

But when with well eam'd praise elate. 
Some youthful warrior meets his fate 

Upon the ensanguin'd plain ; 
Whilst his fond friends twixt hope and dread. 
The fight's result refuse to read. 

Or note the list of slain. 

Too soon the fatal news arrives, 
No more the darling hero lives, 

No more will he return ; 
Amidst the tears his kindred shed, 
Due to the merits of the dead, 

Can we forbear to mourn ? 



X 
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If others losses can suffice 

To force warm tribute from our eyes, 

With pangs our bosoms rend ; 
Must not our hearts be rent yet more, 
When we the untimely death deplore 

Of brother and of friend ? 

Oh, yes, and now a second time 
Such loss seeks record in my rhyme, 

More lasting, tho' inpress'd ; 
The mem'ry of past woes remains, 
Of Edward's fall, and dying pains 

Of Henry— in my breast. 

Brothers alike both good and brave, 
Yet both within the nan-ow grave, 

By stranger hands were laid ; 
No brother, relative, was nigh 
To smooth the bier, or heave a sigh 

O'er each departed shade. 

Edward, on Milford Haven's coast. 
Like flow'ret cropt by biting frost, 

A palsied victim lay; 
Whilst Henry, parch'd by torrid fire. 
Would fain to cooler climes retire, 

Retiring pin'd away. 

But 'ere reluctantly he sped. 

When withering sickness droop'd his head. 

From India's fatal shore ; 
'Gainst Tippoo's force in tent<id field, 
His noble ann his sword could wield 

Amidst the cannon's roar. 
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His charger skilfully could rein, 

Or urge him o'er the ensanguin'd plain, 

Whilst sepoys skirmish'd wide ; 
Nor halted till from city wall 
His steed received a musket ball, 

And 'neath his master died. 

The sultan fallen, his spoil the prize 
Of such as brav'd those sultry skies, 

A poor return indeed ; 
For, say what power exists in wealth, 
To compensate for loss of health. 

Or stanch the wounds that bleed. 



Exhaust<3d by this sharp campaign. 
And struggling with disease and pain, 

To England he returned ; 
Hoping amidst her groves to share 
The comforts of her bracing air, 

And sun which milder bum'd. 

Like fam'd Alceus, as the earth 

He touch'd which gave his vigour birth, 

He instantly reviv'd; 
With health and spirits soon restor'd, 
Awhile he shared my frugal board, 

And in my cottage liv'd. 

When oft he spoke of Brahmin's race, 
Their modes of worship, forms, and face. 

Their temples, tombs, and streams ; 
Their caves and sculptur'd deities, 
That glare on rash intruders' eyes. 

Like shades in Fancy's dreams. 



Oft then reflection backwards ran, 
And strove to trace the tribes of man, 

Which peopl'd earth's domain ; 
Which drove their herds from Asia's sands, 
To spread o'er Europe's verdant lands, 

And Egypt's fertile plain. 

Conversing thus, we longed to see 
Samples of dark idolatry, 

By Scythian's wanderers brought 
To Greece, and thence to Mona's isle. 
Whose camedds, circles, Cromlech pile, 

Proclaim where Druids taught. 

So soon we cross'd hoarse Severn's tide, 
Travers'd those steppes extending wide, 

Where freedom's flag unfurl'd, 
The untam'd Britons long withstood, 
Fenc'd by their moimtains^ vales, and wood. 

The victors of the world. 



Across the straits of Mona's shore, 
The mystic shades we next explore, 

Where dauntless Druid stood ; 
Whilst Roman falchions wildly gleamed, 
Midst crackling flames, and altars steamed 

With noblest British blood. 

Bangor next past, whose sacred fane 
Was spoil'd by Glendower's lawless train, 

We Conway's turret view ; 
Here much for pleasing thought I found, 
Whilst traversing its ancient ground, 

But much for sorrow, too. 
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For Henry's voice here last I heard, 
Here last his kind affection shar'd, 

Here last I rung his hand ; 
When parting from the ferry's side, 
I watch'd his vessel stem the tide. 

And mournful left the strand. 

- His active spirit ill could bear 
Idly to breathe his native air ; 

Whilst others bore the toil. 
And generous ardour press'd him on 
To meet among the fainting throng, 

Pale death on Asia's shore. 



Fondly I'd hop'd at parents' seat 
Again his much lov'd voice to greet, 

Revisiting my home. 
For Henry absent from my side, 
It seem'd but duU and drear to ride, 

And further on to roam. 

But when three weeks but scarcely o'er, 
Way worn I gain'd my mother's door, 

'Twas still, and silent all ; 
No sound of joy or festive mirth, 
Of kindred round the social hearth. 

Or menials in the hall. 

Henry was gone I and not one smile 
The gloom of sorrow could beguile ; 

But downcast and alone 
Each brother griev'd for brother, kind 
Sister for friend in friendship joined. 

And mother for her son . 
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Alas ! too prosp'rous blew the gales, 
Too swift from port the vessel sails, 

And down the channel borne ; 
Too soon bless'd Albion disappears, 
Prophetic fall the exile's tears, 

Gone never to return. 

His safety from the treach'rous main. 
Expecting comrades' hail in vain, 

Arrived on Gange's shore. 
For tho' escap'd the raging seas. 
Too soon within, that fell disease, 

Worse rages than before. 

And tho' lov'd youth, I was denied, 
The loving care to tend thy side. 

And close thy darkening eyes ; 
Tho' seas immeasurably flow 
Twixt you and me, my feelings shew 

Affection never dies. 

And in bright realms and happier day 
Reliev'd from this duU load of clay, 

I fervently aspire 
To greet thy kindred soul above. 
And join in hymning songs of love 

Before the Eternal Sire. 



The following obituary notice of Capt. Fitzowen George Skinner, appeared on 
his death. 

Captain Skiimer was sent to sea at tlie age of eleven, with Sir Harry Burrard Neale, 

on board the Saint Fiorenzo frigate, and was with him when he brought his ship, with 

so much judgment, from among the mutineers of the Nore. He was also with Sfr H. B. 

Neale when, in company with the Amelia, he fought three French frigates on the coast 

€?J^ J^r.auce, hut which escaped, in consequence of the latter being disabled, and their being 



so close to the French ports. Seven years after, he was promoted, by George the 
Third at Weymouth. His captain, finding him an admirable officer, in 1804 succeeded 
in getting him made a commander. On the breaking out of the war, after the short 
peace of Anvers, Captain Skmner continually made offer of his ser>dces, and in 1 808 was 
appointed to the Hindostan, 24 guns and 150 men, employed as a store ship in victualling 
the fleet of Sir Charles Cotton, then blockading Lisbon, In the autumn of that year he 
was appointed to the Goldfinch, of 10 guns and 74 men, a class of fast-sailing vessels 
intended for the destruction of small French privateers, infesting the Straits of Dover. 
In this vessel, on the 18th May, 1809, cruising off Bilboa in the night, he fell in with a 
large French corvette of 20 guns, La Mouche, which he engaged about 3. a.m , and 
continued in close engagement till 8, when the French captain took advantage of a breeze 
to escape ; the Goldfinch, from damage to the masts and rigging, being unable to pursue. 
Captain Skinner had three men killed and twelve wounded. A few days aft;er, the 
corvette was taken off St. Andero by the Amelia, Captain Irby, who, in his letter to the 
Admiralty, made honorable mention of Captain Skinner's spuited conduct. The corvette, 
in action with the Goldfinch, lost two men killed and nine wounded. Captain Skinner 
received the most flattering letters from the Admiral of the Fleet and the Port Admiral, 
and before he returned from his subsequent voyage to Cadiz, the Admiralty appointed 
him to the Trinculo, just launched, and one of the finest sloops in the service; but, un- 
happily, returning from Cadiz he had caught a severe cold, through his considerate kindness 
to a gentleman, a guest of his, afflicted with asthma, in keeping open his cabin window. 
His disease was much worse by the time he was off Falmouth, and he incurred much bad 
weather in October, from his anxiety to hasten the delivery of despatches from the 
Marquis Wellesley, theii at Seville. In making use of a speaking trumpet, in a gale of 
wind, he broke a blood-vessel; he however, proceeded to Portsmouth, and had nearly 
fitted-out his ship, when the blood-vessel again breaking, he gradually declined and died 
at Hertford, May 23rd, 1810. He was admirable as an officer, unremitting in his attention 
to his duty, with perfect knowlege of his profession, and the greatest intrepidity. He 
was always anxious for the comfort of his crew; on board his ship he never allowed the 
meanest cabin boy to be struck, and, perhaps, there was no other in which there were so 
few punishments. — Gentleman^ s Magazine^ vol, 80, 2nd part, page 88. — 1810. 
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Fitzowen Skinner, of Lincoln's Inn aforesaid, married 22nd February, 1838, Laura 
Eliza, second daughter of the Revd. John Francis Stuart, Rector of Lower 
Gravenhurst, in the County of Bedfordshire, and has issue by her, six 
children, viz. : — 

1st. — ^Fitzowen John, of Trinity College, Oxon, M.A.C. of Lincoln's Lin, 
Barrister-at-Law, bom December, 1838. 

2nd. — ^Laura, born January, 1840. 

3rd. — Russell, Captain in Her Majesty's 3'7th Regiment of Foot, January 
5, 1866, having received his commission from Sandhurst in the year 
1860, gaining the First Prize in Mathematics; bom March, 1842. 

4th. — John FraMcis, bom April, 1843. 

5th. — Robert George, bom December, 1844, gone out as a Colonist to 
New Zealand. 

6th. — Stephen, bom January, 1846. 
So numerous are the male representatives of the Bishop's 4th son Samuel. 



The fifth son of the Bishop, William, at one time Fellow of New College, Oxford, 
was, on May 13, 1670, by his father, appointed rector of Hartleybury, Worcester, and 
there is a monument to his memory in that church, bearing the following inscription : — 

R.M. 

Gul. Skinner. 
**Qtii mnnns pastorale hie per 25 annos constanter, 
fideliter, et feliciter sabivit, sedificia qnsB ad mansam 
pertinent maxima ex parte de novo erexit : csetera pin r 
mom omayit. Mensa liberali, alacri vultn, sermone non 
minus ntili qnam festivo exteros pariter et parochiano 
semper excepit. Obiit 26 die Augnsti, ^tatis suae 59, 
A.D. 1695." 

He was twice married ; first to Miss Anne Turton, who had issue, three sons, and 
sreren dBxigYsX/ex^, second to Miss Littleton. 
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Among the worthies of Herefordshire we find another member of this ancient family: 

The Right Honourable Sir John Skynner, Knight, Lord Chief Baron, whose father 
and mother are described on brass tablets on the floor of the north aisle oP the church of 
Great Milton, Oxfordshire, as " John Skynner, Esquire, son of Edward Skynner, of Led- 
bury, and of Margaret Browne, died May 18, 1729." 

Elizabeth, his wife, daughter and heii-ess of John Smythe, Esquire, of this place, and 
Elizabeth Gundry, died Mai'ch 8, 1769, aged 75. 

Her father, John Smythe, who was educated at Trinity College, Oxford, as a gentle- 
man Commoner, recorded in the list of benefactors to Trinity College, and also to Great 
Milton Church, died June 8, 1764. 

She became heiress, by the death of her only brother, thus stated on his monument : 

U. S. Fi. 
Johannes Smyth 
de Milton in agro Oxomcnsi generosi, 
Magnse spei Juyenis vixit annos tredecim, 
duosque menses, tantae vcro pietatis, 
Ingemi conditionis, et modestise, 
quantre ejus (etabnloe vir quisquam alios, 
Innocentise exemplum amabile, 
Abiit 22 die Nov. Anno Domini 1699, 
Hoc Monomentom filii charissimi 
Parentes Msestissimi posuere. 

Sir John, like his kinsman Matthew, Chief Judge of Chester and Recorder of Oxford, 
was scholar of St. Peter's College, Westmiiister, to which he was admitted in 1738, and 
elected in 1742, student of Christ Church, Oxford; and in January 27, 1750, took his 
degree, B.C.L. Having been admitted a student of Lincoln's Lm, Nov. 21st, 1739, he 
was, on Nov. 17, 1748, called to the bar by that Society, and joined the Oxford Circuit; 
and on the 15tli of March, 1757, he was one of the counsel present in Court at the Wor- 
cester Assizes, when, between two and three o'clock, p.m., as Sir Eardley Wilmot began 
to sum up in the last cause, a stack of chimneys fell througli the roof, killing many. 
The counsel then in Court, being five in number, saved themselves under the stout table, 
and of these, four — ^Aston, Nares, Ashurst, and Skynner — after became Judges , the fifth 
(Mr. Griffith Price, afterwards eminent as a Chancery lawyer), dying a King's Counsel. 
A graphic account of this is given by the Judge, ancestor of Sir John Eardley Wilmot, 
Bart., now a Judge of County Courts. 
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Worcester, 15th March, 11 51. 

Four in the Afternoon. 

I send this by express, on purpose to prevent yonr being frightened, in consequence 

of a most terrible accident at this place. Between two and three, as we were trying 

causes, a stack of chimneys blew upon the top of that part of the Hall where I was sitting, 

and beat the roof down upon us, but, as I sat up close to the wall, I have escaped without 

the least hurt. When I saw it begin to yield and open, I despaired of my own life, and 

the lives of all within the compass of the roof. John Lawes, my clerk, is killed, and 

the attorney in the cause which was trying is killed, and I am afraid some others. 

There were many wounded and bruised. It was the most frightful scene I ever beheld. 

I was just beginning to sum up the evidence, in the cause which was trying, to the Jury, 

and intending to go immediately after I had finished. Most of the counsel had gone, and 

they who remained in Court are very little hurt, though they seem to have been in the 

place of greatest danger. If I am thus miraculously preserved for any good purpose, I 

rejoice at the event, and both you and the little ones will have reason to join me in returning 

God thanks for this signal deliverance ; but if I have escaped, to lose, either my honour, or 

my virtue, I shall think, and you ought all to concur with me, in thinking, that the escape 

is the greatest misfortune. I desire you will communicate this to my friends, lest the 

news of such a tragedy, which fame always magnifies, should affect them with fears for 

me. Two of the jurymen who were trying the cause were killed, and they are carrying 

dead and wounded bodies out of the ruins still, &c. 

John Eardley Wilmot. 



He was, in 1768, elected member for Woodstock, in the parliament which met 
May 10 ; and June 19, 1771, became a bencher ot Lincoln's Inn, on being made a King's 
Counsel. April 3, 1772, he was appointed a Puisne Judge for Chester, Montgomery, 
Flint, and Denbigh, and was re-elected member for Woodstock. This same year he had 
the honour of acting as steward of the Westminster Anniversary. At the general 
election in 1774 he was again elected M.P. for Woodstock, and in 1775 he showed his 
interest in Herefordshire, which he always cherished, as the original scat of his family, by 
subscribing £100 to the Hereford Infirmary, then about to be established. His mother's 
grandfather, Thomas, in 1644, being on the King's side, accepted the office of Mayor of 
Oxford, and was Colonel of the townsmen of Oxford, reviewed on Bullingdon Green by 
Charles I. The influence of the family long continued at Oxford, and Sir John was on 
April 12j 1776, elected Recorder of Oxford, with the freedom of that city. In the 
lar&neorjr of their ^^^^poTate plate, article 13, is " a soup tureen, cover, and ladle," on both, 



THE RIGHT REVEREND ROBERT SKINNER, D.D. 55 

" the gift of the Right Honourable Sir John Skynner, Recorder of the City, for the 
use of the Mayor, 1789;" and on each were engraven, as they now appear on the walls 
of Lincoln's Inn dining haU, the Skpmer arms, on a ground sable a chevron or, three 
griffins' heads, argent, erazed. He left the Society of Lincoln's Inn, according to custom, 
Nov. 27, 1777, on taking the degree of Serjeant-at-Law, when his friend, P'rancis Burton, 
gave his rings, with the motto *^ Morem Servare," and December 1st he was made Lord 
Chief Baron of the Exchequer, and received the honom- of knighthood. In December, 
1786, he resigned the office of Lord Chief Baron, and on March 23rd, 1787, he was sworn 
in, as a member of the Privy Council. On September 8, 1778, he appointed his friend 
Francis Burton, his deputy, as Recorder of Oxford, and afterwards, May 26, 1797, 
resigned, by deed, the office of Recorder of Oxford, in favour of his friend Francis Burton, 
then a Puisne Judge of Chester, &c., who (having been treasurer of Lincoln's Inn in 
1792), gave to that society, dear to them both, the excellent picture of the Chief Baron, 
by Gainsborough, bequeathed to him by Sir John, and which now adorns the Parliament 
room there, in the same spirit, as that, in which the present Earl of Harrowby has recently 
given to Lincoln's Inn, the portrait of his ancestor Sir Dudley Ryder, as the most appro- 
priate place for its permanent appreciation. He had the honour, as an old Westminster 
scholar, to be appointed April 17, 1780, one of the trustees of Dr. Busby's charity ; he 
always took great interest in Westminster school, and to the last kept up his friendship 
for his old school-fellow Sir Elijah Impey. After he had resigned the office of Lord 
Chief Baron, he retired to the seat he inherited from his mother, Witley Court, Great 
Milton, Oxfordshire, which he enlarged and beautified, enjoying frequently the society of 
his old friend, and brother Judge, Ashurst, who resided at Waterstock, the adjoining 
parish. On her monument in Milton church, we find that Martha, wife of Sir John 
Skynner, and daughter of Edward Bum and Martha Davie, died December 4, 1797. It 
may be pleasing to those who think that the education of eminent men is most frequently 
conducted by their mothers, to direct attention to the fact, that his father died when he 
was five years old. Sir John died at Bath, aged 82, and was buried in the vault of his 
mother's family, in the church of Great Milton, where, on a plate over his grave, is written: 

In a yanlt beneath 

lie the remains of Sir John Skynner, 

son of John and Elizabeth Skynner, 

one of His Majesty's 

Most Honorable Privy Council, 

and sometime 

Chief Baron of the Court of Exchequer, 

who died the 26th day of November, 1805. 
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His only child, Martha Frederica, was married, by special license, at Lambeth Palace, 
August 1st, 1799, by the Archbishop of Canterbury, (who was connected with the 
Skynner family, by the marriage of his sister Jane (who died April 29th, 1799) with 
his old College friend, and Sir John's cousin, the Rev. William Skynner, M.A., of Pem- 
broke College, Oxford, (son of William Skynner, of Oriel College, Oxford, M.A., Rector 
of Sherston, Wilts), Prebendary of Hereford, Rector of Brasted, Kent, and of Eastnor, 
Herefordshire, and Chaplain to His Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury, who, dying May 
l5th, 1795, in the 68th year of his age, was buried at Hampton Bishop, Herefordshire,) 
to the Right Honorable Richard Ryder, M.P. for Tiverton, and brother of the Earl of 
Harrowby, she having, as announced by the Annual Register, according to the quaint 
fashion of that day, £100,000 for her fortune. She died August 8th, 1821. 

It would appear, by a brass plate in the south aisle of Great Milton Church, that a 
brother and sister of the Judge are buried with him. 

In a vault beneath 

lie the remains of William Skynner, Esq., 

son of John and Elizabeth Skynner, 

he died the first day of July, 1797. 

Also of 
Elizabeth Skynner, daughter of 
John and Elizabeth Skynner, died the 
14th, day of October, 1802. 

His brother, the Rev. Thomas Skyimer, who was bom at Great Milton, and baptized 
there January 17th, 1727, admitted scholar of St. Peter's College, Westminster, in 1742, 
aged 14; elected to a studentship at Christ Church, Oxford, 1746; published, in 1751, 
some latin hexameters among the academical lamentations on the death of Frederick 
Prince of Wales; M.A., 1753, Prependary of Exeter Cathedral, 1768, Canon Residentiary 
of Exeter and Archdeacon of Totness, 1 769, D.C.L. March 7th, 1772, Precentor of Exeter, 
1775; he was also Rector of Pinhoe, Devon; he was Steward of the Westminster 
Anniversary in 1784. On his death, he had a monument, in the south aisle of Exeter 
Cathedral, with this inscription — 

Near this place rest interred the remains 

of Thomas Skiniteb, D.D., 

successively A.D. of Totness, 

and Precentor of this Church, 

whose honor and interests 

he was always zealous to promote ; 

to the calls of Charity, or public spirit, 

his purse was never shut ; 

at every place of duty, 

his attendance was regular and exemplary, 

even when ill health might have pleaded a dispensation ; 

to his houses a munificent benefactor, 

the one he re-built from the ground, 

and added to the ornaments and convenience of the other ; 

at length, lamented by all, he closed a valuable life 

in his 61st year, August 7, 1789. 
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Sir John was descended from Stephen Skynner, of Le Byrtons, near Ledbury, eldest 
brother ofThomas, the Bishop's grandfather, which Stephen is the ancestor, of numerous 
other branches, of the family of Skynner, of Ledbury. His burial at Ledbury, Sept. 14th, 
1557, is one of the earliest entries in the oldest register of that church; and his will, an 
antiquarian curiosity, is preserved in Cardinal Pole's register, now in the library at 
Lambeth Palace, where it was proved November 27th, 1557, the See of Hereford being 
vacant, and the Bishop's there closed, by reason of the death of Bishop Purefoy. 



In the Name of God, Amen: 

The Sixte daie of September, in the Yere of Our Lord God, 1557, I, Stephen 
Skynner, of the parrishe of Ledbury, in the Dioces of Heref : being sicke in bodie, and of 
good and perfecte memorie, — lawde and praise be vnto Almighty God — do make this 
my present Testament, conteyninge therein my last Will, in manner and form following. 
First and principallie I bequeathe my Sowle vnto Almighty God, my maker and Redeemer ; 
and my body to be buried within the parrishe Churche of Ledbury, aforesaid ; as nere 
vnto my wyfe as may be convenientlie. And I geve and bequeathe to the Cathedral Church 
of Hereford, in lawful money, the some of 8s. 4d. And I geve and bequeathe to the High 
Alter, within the parrishe Churche of Ledbury, aforesaid, for forgotten Tithes, in lawful 
money, the some of 12d. And I geve and bequeathe towardes the reparacons of the saied 
parrishe Churche of Ledbury, in lawful money, the some of 6s 8d. And I will that myne 
Executor and Overseares shall bestowe, in the daie of my funerall, at their good discreacons, 
for the wealthe of my sowle, in lawful money, the some of £16 13s. 4d. And I geve 
and bequeathe to my Sonne John, Junr., in lawfull money, the some of £30. And I geve 
and bequeathe to Edward, my Sonne, in lawfull money, the some of £30. And I geve 
and bequeathe to Thomas, my Sonne, in lawfull money, the some of £30. And I geve and 
bequeathe to Joan, my Dawghter, in lawfull money, the some of £30. And I will, that 
if any of my said children shall happen to decease, before .they shall accomplish their 
lawfull age of 21 yeres, or else to be maried, then the parte and portion of them, or any 
of them so deceasing, before to them bequeathed, shall wholie remaine amongest the 
survyvor or survyvors of them equallie, to be distributed by mine Executor and Oversears, 
or any of them. And I geve and bequeathe to my Sonne John, Senr., in lawful money, 
the some of £10 : my second best iron-bound wayne, with all things to the same belong- 
inge, or in any wise apperteyninge, to yoke 8 oxen. And I geve and bequeathe to my 
said Sonne Thomas, as well all my Landes, Tenements, rents, charges, and holdinges 
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whatsoever it be, within the Borowgh of Ledbury aforesaid, as also all Evidences, 
writinges, pattents, Escriptes, scrolls, and munyments concerninge the same, and every 
parcell thereof. And, I geve, bequeathe, and assigne, vnto my Sonne Willm, as well my 
lease, or Counterpaine, of Keraplaie, within the Countie of Glouc, as, also all my righte, 
title, interest, possession, and tenne of lease, for Yeres yet to come, comprised within 
the same. And I geve and bequeathe to my Dawghter Alice, the Wyfe of Willm Hall, 
niy Wyfe's best beades, her harness girdell, two stone of my wooll, my best bering shete 
a paier of my flaxen slietes, a paier of my hunder shetes, my best Feather bed and 
bolster, my best bed healinge, a paier of my Blanketts, my second best brass pot, ray 
second best Cathome, my second best platter, my second best potinger and Candlestick. 
And I geve and bequeathe to my said Daughter Jone, my third best brasse potte, my 
third best Cawdren, my third best platter, potenger, and Candlestick. And, I geve and 
bequeathe to Willm and Alice, the Sonne and Dawghter of the said Willm Hall and 
Alice, eight of my yereling calves. And, I geve and bequeathe to my servant Alyner 
Kiste, over and besides her ordinarie waiges, my wyfe's best Kirtle, best smocke, and two 
kerchers of the best. And, I geve and bequeathe to Jane, the Wyfe of John MoreU, of 
Kempley, my Wyfe's best kirtell, and her best petticote. And, I geve and bequeathe to 
my said Dawghters, Alice and Joane, the residue of all my wyfe's wering gere, not before 
bequeathed, equallie to be divided between them, by myne Executor and Oversears. 
And, I will that myne Executor shall well and trulie contente and paie, or cause to be 
contented and paied, unto my Brother, John Skynner, or to his Assignes, the sum of £10 
of lawful money, yeerlie, during the terme of the natural life of Joane, now the Wife of 
the said John Skinn. And I geve and bequeathe to Thomas Bayliss, my best Russet 
Cote. And I geve and bequeath to Thomas Whome, my best Tauring Cote, my work 
dale hose, with the dublet to the same. And, to William Apperly, one of my shirtes. 
And, I will that my Son Richard, and heire apparainte, shall enter into bondes, by 
Obligacon, to my Oversears, in the some two hundred pounds, well and trulie to con- 
tente, paie, and deliver, or cause to . be contented, paied, and delivered, imto t'hands of 
myne Oversears, or some of them. All and singular, before to my seven. Children 
bequeathed, at such time and times, as hethe said Richard shall be, by my Oversears, or 
one of them, thereunto lawfullie required, to th' interest that my said Oversears shall see 
these, and every parcel thereof, well bestowed, and employed to th' use and behoof of 
my saied Children, during their non ages of 21 yeres, or else to be maried. The residue 
of all and singular my goodes, cattels and debtes, not bequeathed, my debtes paied, my 
bequests fulfilled, and my funerall expences pformed, and done, I wholie geve and 
bequeathe to my said Sonne Richard, whome I do constitute myne Executor, that he 
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shall vse the same as he will ; and for the better accomplishcment of all and singular the 
premisses, I ordeine and constitute Henry Appary, Gent, my saied Brother John Skynnor, 
Richard Hooper, my Cosin John Sk}Tiner of DjTnocke, my said Son John, Sen., Oversears, 
to see that this my present testament and last will, be weU and trulie performed and 
done, with etfecte, according to the true meaning hereof, and every of them to have for 
their paynes in this behalfe the some of 6s. 8d. of lawfull money. Thes Witness, 
Henrie Appary, Gent,, Thomas Hill, Gent., John Skynner, Richard Hooper, Edmimd 
Turner, John Oky, John Wills, and other. 



He appears to have left two sons, named John, both surviving him, and the bequests 
for his soul's sake stand in remarkable contrast to the simplicity of the will of his grand- 
son Richard, made after the establishment of the Reformation, and proved at Hereford, 
April nth, 1662:— 

In the name of God, Amen. Jan. 1, 1659. 

I, Richard Skynner, of Pixley, in the County of Hereford, Gent., being sick and weak 
in body, but of perfect minde and memory, thanks be to Ahnighty God, do make and 
declare this my last will and testament in writing, in manner and form following : that is 
to say, first and principally, I give and bequeathe my soul into the hands of Almighty 
God, my maker, hoping and undoubtedly believing, to be saved by the merits, death, 
passover, and resurrection of my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and my body to the 
earth, whence it came ; to be decently interred by my executors, hereinafter named, in 
Ledbury Church, as near unto my dear wife as conveniently it may be placed ; and as 
for any outward and worldly estate, which God hath been pleased to bestow upon me, I 
dispose thereof as followeth : — First, I give, bequeathe, and devise unto my son Joseph 
Skynner and to his heirs for ever, all that parcell of ground called the Castle, or Old Castle, 
lying in Aylton, in the said County of Hereford ; neverthelesse upon condition that niy said 
son Joseph shall satisfie and pay, or cause to be paid unto my sonne-in-law, Mr. Robert 
Charles, the summe of ten pounds ; and unto my grandson Stephen Charles, the sum of 
t^^•enty pounds (both which sommes are the proper debt of my son John Skynner), which 
if my said sonne Joseph shall refuse or neglect to do by the space of three months next 
after my decease, then my will and meaning is that the said Robert Charles and Stephen 
Charles, their executors and administrators, shall make sale of the said lands, and pay 
themselves out of the money had for the same, rendering the surplus to my executor 
hereafter named, towards the satisfaction of my debts, legacies, and defraying my funeral 
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expenses. Also I geve and bequeathe to John Jones of the City of Hereford (who married 
my daughter Elizabeth) tenne shillings, as a marriage portion with the said Elizabeth. Also 
I give and bequeathe towards the setting forth of two such poor children of the Parish of 
Pixley to be apprenticed as my executors and two Justices of the Peace shall think fit, 
the sum of twenty shillings. Also I geVe and bequeathe to the poor of Ledbury twenty 
shillings, and to the poor of Aylton tenne shillings, to be distributed as the churchwardens 
and overseers of the poor of each parish shall think fit. Also I geve and bequeathe to John 
Showell, of Ashperton, who was formerly my servant, five shillings, and to Elizabeth 
Baynton, who formerly attended upon me in my sickness, six shillings and eightpence. 
Also I give and bequeathe unto John Morgan, one of my grandson Richard Clarke, his 
servants, six shillings and eightpence ; and to Anne Jonson, other of his servants, five 
shillings. Also I geve and bequeathe unto my daughter, Rebekah Merrick, my wife's 
wedding ring. And for debts owing to me I do fully forgive Thomas Turner (who hath 
been my faithful servant and workman) his seventy-nine pounds tenne shillings; and for 
the debt that my sonne-in-law, James Gamond, owes me upon two several bonds, I give 
and bequeathe the one half thereof unto his sonne Richard Gamond, and the other half 
thereof unto all the rest of my said sonne-in-law's children, to be equally divided between 
them. All the rest of my goods, cattle, and chattels, I geve and bequeathe unto my said 
Sonne Joseph Skynner, whom I make and ordain executor of this my last wiU and testament. 

BICHARD SKYNNER. 

Witnesses — William Charles. 
Heney Clarke. 
Kathbeinb Clarkb. 
Ri. Clarke. 

(Sealed, Skynner Arms, without crest or motto). 



From Richard, Stephen's eldest son, are descended, among others, the subject of a fine 
monument, with bust, in Ledbury Church, bearing this inscription : — 

Here Ues the body of Captain SAMUEL SKYNNER, 

Who was no mean proficient in maritime affairs. 

Having been conversant therein near forty years. 

He left to this parish six pounds a-year for ever, to be divided as follows : — 

One pound to the Vicar, for the time being, for a Sermon on Candlemas day 

and the other five, on the same day, to twenty poor Housekeepers, not 

receiving alms. 
He departed this life the 28rd of July, 1726. Aged 78. 
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Samuel's eldest brother, William Skymier, M.A., was Vicar of Smibury, Middlesex, 
and died there July 20, 1*7 17. 

Also John Skynner (eldest brother of Captain Launcelot Skynner, R.N., killed in the 
Biddeford frigate, 1760), who was educated at Reading School, under that great scholar, 
Dr. Hiley, grandfather of the first Lord Sidmouth, and, through life, retained a grateful re- 
collection of its usefulness; his name is found, in April, 1780, in the list of donors to 
the building fund. 

He was admitted at St. John's College, Cambridge, Peusionarius minor, Oct. 25th, 
1740, set : 16 ; he became B.A., 1744 ; Fellow, April 6th, 1747, and M.A., 1748. He was 
Chaplain to Elizabeth, Countess of Gainsborough, and on March 21st, 1750, preached a 
sermon (afterwards printed) from Psalm xxxix, 8, on the death of her eldest son. 
Baptist 4th Earl. He was elected Public Orator at Cambridge, succeeding Bishop 
Yonge, Oct. 26th, 1752 ; and when, in 1755, the Duke of Newcastle laid the first stone of 
the New Public Library, he spoke the Latin Oration. He was B.D., 1756, and resigned 
the office of Public Orator in 1762, on being made Sub-dean of York, Rector of Blather- 
wick, and of Easton near Stamford. He died in Lamb's Conduit Street, London, in 
1805, aged 81. 

He was bom and died in the same years as his cousin Sir John. His sons, John 
Melmoth, Launcelot (Captain R.N., lost in H.M.S. Lutine), John, called to the Bar, at 
Lincoln's Lm, in 1803, and William, of St. John's College, Cambridge, M.A., Rector of 
Bradley, Derbyshire, Cuxwold, Lincolnshire, and Vicar of Rushden, Herts, who died 
April 13, 1858, aged 80, were all unmarried, so that of his immediate family, except tlio 
children of his daughters, remain only Major Augustus Charles Skynner, of Jierridun, 
Devon, only child of his nephew William Augustus Skymier, of Moor Hall, Cookhuiu, 
who died there, February 10th, 1833, aged 85. 

From the second marriage of Richard, the son of Stci)heii, witli Mary ('lynton, i« 
descended Allan Maclean Skinner, born July 14, 1809, at No. 1), (Jadogan P1u(m», Clu»lHt»a, 
who (having been previously at school for six years at Bloniell Uouho, Hrompton, and at 
Versailles, in France), studied at Eton, as an Oppidan, uiidtu' Dr. Oakun, tlu» prt^Hout 
Provost of King's College, Cambridge, from April l5Ui, IH'i.M, till Au^UMt Ih(, IHiiH; 
took his degree of B.A., at Balliol College, Oxford, May 'ilth, Ih:i2 ; wan onlltul to tho 
Bar, at Lincoln's Inn, on June 5th, 1834, aiul joined tho Oxford olnMUt, tlu» lirintol, 
Gloucestershire, and Herefordshire SessionH. llo wuh appointud Itovinin^ l^arrinttM', on 
August 5th, 1837; Acting Counsel in the countioM of IhtroronI and (HtmtM<Hti»r, for tho 
Mint and the Office of Woods, in 1842 ; and in tho huuio yoar, at tho Ciuartor HoHHitmH, 
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only for those counties, Counsel for the Post Office; Recorder of Windsor, June 26th, 
1852, and Deputy-Recorder of Gloucester, in the .same month; and, under the Great 
Seal, Chief Commissioner of Escheats, on the Oxford Circuit, July 10th, 1856 ; which last 
office, as well as that of Revising Barrister, he resigned, on being appointed one of Her 
Majesty's Council, learned in the Law, June 22nd, 1857. He was invited, by the Society 
of Lincoln's Inn, to be a Master of the Bench, on November 2nd, 1857, and was appointed 
Judge of County Courts in South Staffi)rdshire, August 5th, 1859; qualifying as a 
Magistrate for the counties of Staffi^rd and Worcester, at the October Sessions, 1859. 

His eldest son, John Edwin Hilary, is a Barrister of Lincoln's Inn, a member of the 
Northern Circuit, a Knight of the Danish Order of the Dannebrog, and author of " The 
Tale of Danish Heroism," having been an eye-witness of their gallant struggles against 
the German invaders. He has also travelled in Holland, Belgium, France, Sweden, 
Canada, the United States of America, (where his first child, John Allan Cleveland, was 
bom at Cleveland, Ohio, September 19th, 1865), and is now exploring the New Kingdom 
of Mexico. The sympathy and good will, cherished by members of the family, for one 
another, not only facilitate a record of descent like this, by the care, with which, in all 
branches, are preserved traces of their lineage, but also exhibited a generous vitality, in 
the practice adopted by parents, of giving portions of land, as a provision to their children, 
which,, though it impaired the strength of the family, secured to each generation, its 
share of enjoyment and comfort, from the extensive property formerly held by the 
family in Ledbury, and adjoining parishes of Herefordshire, Gloucestershire, and 
Worcestershire. 

This practice had multiplied the holdings greatly, about the year 1600, and now, 
all have passed into other families ; none, that I am aware of, by improvidence, but in 
nearly every case, through the mai-riage of heiresses, by whom the senior branches 
were eventually represented. Of the property of Stephen's son, Richard alone, Le Byrtons 
passed through Elizabeth, bom 1625, only child of the Rev. Edmund Skynner, Rector of 
Cradley. Walton, in Bishop's Froome, through Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Skynner, in 
1814, and the Knapp, with the manor of Pixley, through Sarah, daughter of Harry Skynner, 
in 1763. The most affluent member of the family, and the founder of several branches, 
was Stephen's fourth son Edward, who bestowed upon his eldest son Richard, the manor 
of Cofton Ilacket, Worcestershire, which he purchased from Francis Dyneley of 
Charlton, Sheriff of Worcestershire, 39th Elizabeth, and whose 4th daughter Anne, was 
Richard's first wife, but she, having two daughters, Elizabeth and Mary, died 1616, 
and JRjchm'd married Margaret, daughter of Sir Edward Littleton, of Pillaton Hall, 
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Staffordshire, ancestor of the present Lord Hatherton, she died August 25, 1651, aged 
63, and their daughter and heiress Margaret, married Thomas Jolliffe, of Cofton, High 
Sheriff of Staffordshire, 26th Charles 2nd, by whom she had issue, ^vq sons and two 
daughters, and died January 6, 1647, aged 27 years. 

Her eldest son Benjamin's daughter Anne, who married Robert Biddulph, of 
Ledbury brought to the Biddulphs the family estates, under the will of her grandfather 
Thomas, (to the exclusion of her brother John), together with his portrait, by Vandyck, 
representing him with a key in his hand ; the family tradition being, that the key was 
given to him by Charles 1st, when under restraint, that Jolliffe might have access to him, 

when he pleased. To the last, faithful to the King, he was present at his execution. 

• 

Richard was High Sheriff of Worcestershire, 1628 ; his will, dated August 6, 1632, 
shows, in the selection of his executors, how the civil war must have shaken family ties ; 
his brother-in-law. Sir Edward Littleton, Bart., was fined £1347, and Sir Edward 
Sebright, Bart, £1809, for their Royalist prmciples ; while the third Humphrey Salwey, 
who married another sister of Sir E. Littleton, and whom he calls his dear brother 
Humphrey Salwey, had a son, Humphrey, who sat as one of the Judges, on the trial of 
King Charles 1st, and was M.P. for Worcestershire, in the Long Parliament. 

Edward's second son, Edward, married Joyce, daughter of Ambrose Elton, of the 
Hazells, High Sheriff of Herefordshire, 15th James 1st, and had a son, Edward, born 
1630, and a daughter Elizabeth, born 1632. 

Edward's third son, William, was Jurist-fellow of All Souls College, Oxford, 1612, 
L.L.B., Dec. 10, 1617; L.L.D., March 31, 1625 ; Chancellor of Hereford, April 29, 1626, 
and a Magistrate of the county. Rector of Beckenham, Kent, 1628, and was deprived by 
Parliament, in favor of John Soter, and was never restored, as he died in 1657. He 
charged his estate of Fairtrees, with an annual gift to the poor of Dymock, and left two 
daughters, Elizabeth and Mary. 

Edward's fourth son, John, married Constance, a daughter of Ambrose Elton, 
December 12th, 1627, and was Sheriff for the county in 1649 (during the Literrignum).. 

John's eldest son, William, succeeded to the estate of Underdown, near Ledbury, 
which, through the descendant of his eldest son John, Milly Hallings, passed, by her 
marriage with John Miles, to the family of Miles of Leigh Court, near Bristol, her uncle, 
William Skynner of Underdovm, having been High Sheriff in 1738, and dying S.P. 

John's second son, Edward, bom 1634, and died 1672, was grandfather, I believe, 
of Sir John Skynner. 
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William's third son, Edmund, bom January 11th, 1657, acquired the estate of 
Wichenford, Worcestershire, and was High Sheriff of that county, 1 726. By the marriage 
of his daughter and heiress Anne, it passed to the family of Woodroffe. 

In the Chancel of Ledbury church, on a beautiful monument, with figures kneel- 
ing, is— 

Hie jacet EDWARDUS SKYNNER de Ledbury Generosua, 

et ELIZABETHA uxor ejus. 

Elizabetba obiit, Mar 10, 162S, anno (etatis suie 80. 

Edwardus obiit Maii 3, 1631, anno aetatis 87. 

Hunc tumulum in memoria parentum pbsuere Filii Ricardns Skynner, de 

Cofton, in comitatu Wigom : Armiger, filius Natu Maximus, et Oulielmus 

Skynner, L.L. Doctor, GanceUarius Dioces : Herefordensis. 

Repaired by Jobn Miles of Underdown, Esquire, 1801. 

John Skynner, of Bickerton, in Much Marele, near Ledbury, was High Sheriff in 
1738; Bickerton passed from the family, by Elizabeth Skinner, the heiress, who died at 
Upton-on-Sevem, January, 1784. 

By a deed, May 7th, 1657, Stephen Skynner bought from William, son and heir of 
Sir John Wintour, Knight of Lydney, lands at Newent, and those lands passed from the 
family, as is shown by an epitaph in Low Leyton Church, Essex — 

In a vault under this tomb are deposited the remains of 

STEPHEN SKYNNER, of Waltbamstow, Esquire, 

formerly of this parish, 

Who departed this life, the 5th day of September, 1764. 

Aged 70 years. 
He was son and heir of Stephen Skynner of Newent, in the county of 
Gloucester, Esquire. Married Mary, the only daughter and heiress of 
Samuel Remington, Esquire, of this parish, by whom he had issue, four sons 
and four daughters, viz., Mary, married to James Golebrook, Esquire, M.P. 
for Gatton, in Surrey, afterwards created a Baronet, both deceased ; Emma, 
married to William Harvey, Esquire, deceased, who was Knight of the 
Shire for this County; Deborah, married to Thomas Grosvenor, Esquire, 
M.P. for the City of Chester ; Stephen, who died 10th August, 1746, aged 
12 years ; and four others, who died very young. 

The property was divided between the three daughters. Mary left two daughters, 
of whom Emma, the second, married Charles, 4th Earl of Tankerville. 
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The Skynners of Preston, near Ledbury, of whom the name of Stephen is foimd, as 
dealing with property in Ledbury Foreign, in 1657; and of William (who died March 
1726), were lately represented by Robert Skynner, of the Middle Temple, Conveyancer, 
who, at his death, December 3ist 1857, aged 74, had been for 45 years steward and 
receiver for the Duke of Portland's London estates. He married the eldest daughter of 
George Wood, Esq., of Town Mailing, Kent, of the ancient family of that name in Oxford- 
shire, of which family Basil Thomas Woodd is now MP. for Knaresborough. By her he 
had ten children, of whom survive — ^William Henry, of 7, Cavendish Place, London, and of 
the Middle Temple, Convey^cer, who has succeeded his much trusted and estimable 
father, as steward, &c., to the Duke of Portland ; Henr}', a solicitor ; and two daughters 
— two daughters and four sons having died ; of whom Robert was studying medicine ; 
John and Thomas serving in the Lidian Navy, and Lieut. Colonel Leslie Skynner, who, 
served with the 55th Regiment in China (medal), and with the 89th at the siege, and 
fall of Sebastopol, from the 15th December 1854, acting in the attacks of June 18th, 
and September 8th, (medal and clasp, and Sardinian medal). He went from the Cape 
of Good Hope, in command of the 89 th to Lidia, to assist in suppressing the great 
mutiny there; and while, on that trying service, died from sunstroke, in May, 1858, 
leaving a widow, but^no children. The rest of the family are unmarried. 
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PSALM XCVI. 9. 

worship the Lord in the beaiitie of Holinesse, Interpreters vary about the 
occasion of this Psalme. Some refen'ing us to the placing of the Arke of Gk)d in the 
citie of Davidy when with great solemnity it was brought from the house of Ohed-Edom; 
some resolving it was ordered to be sung at the finishing of the Temple^ but others, 
when the Temple was re-edified after the capti\'ity. And the truth is, all three opinions 
may well consist, and be true all. For that it was sung at the placing of the Arkey we 
have it esrpressely, 1 Chron. xvi. And (all inducements according) why might it not serve 
and be sung, as well in the Temple^ as before the Arke? and in the second Ihnpley as 
well as in the first ? which occasioned the Secentie to inscnbe it as they did. A song 
/Ltera nyv aix/iaXaTrav, after the captivity, upon the restoration of the house of God. It 
matters not whether exposition wee take ; all give equall light to my text ; shew us 
what to imderstand by the beauty of Holinesse^ even the solemne place of his holy service 
whom we are to worship ; loorship the Lord in the beautie of Holinesse, 

In the words, at first hearing, foure particulars are observ^able. I. An humble, devout, 
religious act — Adorate^ worshij). 11. The proper and peculiar object of this act- - 
Dominum^ the Lord, III. The speciall place of this worshij), recommended unto us by 
two properties; for first it is an holy place, in atrio ISanctOy a place of holinesse; then it 
is a beaiitifxdl place — la decore iSanctitatis, in the beauty of I/oUnesse, IV. We nieete 
with ^a strong perswasion, an earnest entreaty, thus in this place to worship the Lord; 
O worship the Lord, Ac, 

We see, therefore, what we must doe; we must toorship. And whom we nnist 
worship; the Lord, And where the Lord will bee worshij)ped, in his holy place: that 
if either beauty here, or sanctity, or dutie, or the Lord by his presence can winne upon us, 
%ee will bee worshippers all — the powerfull example of a King, the awfull excitement of a 
prophet (both in the text) shall incline our hearts, and bend our knees, and direct our 
steps. worship the Lord in the beautie of Holinesse, 

Whaty first ; Adorate Dominum; where, afterward. Worship the Lord wee must; 
so we are commanded ; but we cannot worship him aright, before we rightly conceive 
what it is to worshij). Now take it at large, and to worship truly, is to give honour to 
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another, according to his worth ; secundum excellentiam according to some excellent worth ; 
for worship is not due to any, but to that which is well worthy, and that is of eminent 
.worth. To worship one that is no way eminent, not in any sort above us, is an act of un- 
worthinesse ; nor doe we so much honour him, as dishonour ourselves ; yee may call it 
basenesse, or flatterie, or pusillanimitie, to all which true worship is a stranger. Monour 
and worship, in the judgment of St. Paul, belong to some certaine persons — Honour to 
whom humour bdongeth, (Rom. xiii.) And who are they ? Eminent at least ; nay, but 
the highest honour is not due save potestatibus svpereminentibus, to those of the highest 
ranke, that are supereminent. 

True, we are taught by the same apostle, in giving honour, to goe one before 
another / but we shall finde it to hold upon this gi*ouud, that to lowlinesse of minde each 
esteeme other better than themselves. (Phil, ii.) Hee must be our better, so wee must 
esteeme him (for some grace or other), we caimot so properly honour him else ; and if 
not honour him, much lesse.ac^re him ; for adorare is a great deale more than lienor are; 
yee may honour him for his singular gifts whom ye never saw, by a gracious tongue, or 
some honourable favour ; but to adore is so farre to honour, as to bow downe before him. 
As when David stooped with hisfojce to the earth, and bowed himself e before King Saul. 
(1 Sam. xxiv.) And Nathan the prophet bowed himself e before King David, with his face 
to the ground, (1 Kings i.) To adore then, is to honour in the highest degree, that is, 
with the lowliest expression ; briefly, to acknowledge another's exaltation, by our owne 
humiliation. 

For, that I be not long in laying a foundation, there is ever implyed in Adoration 
a threefold act ; first, an apprehension of some excellencie or other ; for if no kinde of pre- 
eminence be apprehended, we doe not adorare, but adulari, worship we know not what ; 
whereas all true worshippers are readie to say, as our Saviour, to the woman of 
Samaria, We know what we worship. (John iv. 22.) Nor is it sufticient to apprehend 
what is excellent, but we must acknowledge also what we apprehend ; and om* acknow- 
ledgement must be serious, and imfained ; there will be otherwise, instead of adoration, 
plaine derision. 

Nay, moreover, it is not complete worship, without a cleare demonstration of our 
subjection ; without genuflection* or prostration, or some other inclination or submissio^^ 
of the body. The very word here doth impart as much, for the word in Hebrew (so 
often rendered by adorare) properly signifies incurvari, to assure us, our adoration is 
lame and imperfect, unworthy the name, without an outward manifestation; and we may 
note it in the wise men, that tooke so long a journey to worship, and knew the right 
forme we may bee sure TrtaoiTiQ iryoffEKuvriaav, They fell dozen and worshipped. (Matt. 
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ii. 11.) And let me tell you, this was the manner of old, when they came hi to the 
Sanctuarie. Venite adoremuSy come let us worship and foil dovme; yes, and when 
they went out from the Sanctuarie too ; good HezehiaK and all his companie, when they 
had made an end of offering^ howed them>selves and worshipped, (2 Chron. xxix. 29.) 
And now, perceiving what it is to worship, let us further consider whom we are to wor- 
ship. worship the Lord^ <tc, 

Dominum, the Lord, even the Lord that made us, and not we ourselves, rw Kvplat^ 
the Lord paramount, Lord of Lords, and God of Gods, even Jehovah the Lord Almightie/ 
and none I hope is so gracelesse as to sticke at his worship ; all will adore their Maker 
and Redeemer, the author and presei-ver of all things. Certahily, none are exempt or 
quit of his worship, not the angels in heaven : of them it is written. And let all the 
angels of God worship hhn, (Heb. i.) Not any that are called gods on earth, they are 
all commanded to doe their homage. Worship him all yee gods, (Psalm xcvii.) Not 
any saints above, They all cast downe their crownes and fall downe and worship him that 
liveth for ever and ever, (Rev. iv. 10.) Nor any saints below ; they daily cry out with 
the prophets. Exalt the Lord our God^ and fall downe before his footstoole^ for the Lord 
our God is holy, (Psalm xcix). There can be no question, all are to worship, a ver- 
miculo ad angelum, from the basest worme to the most glorious angell ; from him that 
sitteth on the throne, to her that grindeth at the mill ; all come under Adorate Dominum ; 
and know they must, in adoring the Lord they honour themselves ; approaching thereby 
and drawing neere unto the Lord ; for if to be neere about a gracious king be justly 
counted a singular grace, what an honour must it needs he to be joyned to th^ Lord 
(1 Cor. vi.), to adhere and cleave to the Kiiig of Kings ; to goe boldly to the throne of 
grace; and all this is daily done by adoring. We see then the dutie is generalL All 
are to worship, the Lord all, and that because he is Lord of all. 

A chiefe point will be, for the manner, how ; for we may not imagine, when the 
prophet enjoynes us to worship the Lord, that his meaning is, wee should worship him 
ad libitum, every one his owne way, according to his own fancie. Lideed wee would 
have it so, are strangely taken with our owne inventions; and were we at a loose, what 
a various prodigious worship would be found amongst us ! For the manner, one sitting, 
another standing, a third kneeling, a fourth walking, a fifth leaning. For the matter 
(when their tongues were their owne once), one seditious, a second ridiculous, a third 
blasphemous ; and yet (if you believe them), all true worshippers, for all that. 

No, but Dominus, the Lord, the very name puts us in minde how he will be wor- 
shipped ; with what preparation, and with what devotion. Doe but remember what a 
Lord, and then resolve what kinde of worship will sute him best. If such a Lord as 
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none like him, fit his worship should be such, as none the like. As no Lord equall to 
him, so no worship equall to his. No, but as we are to praise him, so we are to worship, 
but according to his excellent greatnesse, — Psalm 150. 

All Lords have one sort of worship, or other. Soveraigne Lords ad terrain usque^ 
downe to the ground. Thus to the King, and thics to the man whom the King will 
honour, (Hest, 6.) But when all is done, all is but bodUy worship, and that too, civilly 
intended, in civill respects ; because indeed, their highest jurisdiction, jus vitcB et neciSy 
extends no further, is confined to the body. They have power only (saith our Saviour) 
to kill the hodyy andy after thaty have no more, that they can doe. (Luk xii. 4.) But the 
Lord here, hath absolute power over souleand body and all we have, and so we are to wor- 
ship him with all : our soule hee inspired, our body hee ordained, our worldly goods what 
we have, he gave unto us ; and our worship should bee answerable : Shall I shew you 
how? 

As briefly then as may be : 

God is a spirit (saith Saint JohrC)y and they that worship him, must worship in 
spirit and in truth (Joh. iv.) ; and looke we well unto it, there is no deceiving him ; for 
He searcheih the heart and tryeth the spirits. ( Jer. xvii.) He is styled by Moses, the Ood 
of all spiritSy and all spirituall worship is due unto him. So peculiar is it to the Creatoury 
as, uncommunicable to any creature. Nor saints, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, have any dominion over the soule, to save or to destroy it, and therefore the 
bowings and bendings of the soule belong not to them. Nay, but aU religious. Divine, 
devout adoration of the spirit, or in the spirit, is entirely to be offered to the Father of 
spirits. If imparted to any other, sive humilitate nimidy sive adulatione pestiferd (as 
Saint Augustine speaks) whether by too much humilitie, or too much flattery, cleere it 
is, they that doe it, rob God of his honour; which he tells us he will not endure. lam 
the Lordy that is my name ; and my glory will I not give to another ; neither my praise 
to graven images. — ^Esai. xlii. 8. 

And when we worship God with our bodies, is it not also in a singular way ? else 
it is not as it should be ; for Nathan to bow himselfe before the Lordy and to bow before 
the king, was it all one, thinke ye ? True, his body was the same, and his bowing much 
alike, but infinite odds in his adoration. Before the king as the Lord'^s anointedy as the 
supreme minister of God for the common good, in our churches' phrase, in theCy and for - 
theey according to thy blessed word and ordinance. But before the Lord, as the work of 
his hands (and that by a word of his mouth) in a plenary subjection, as well for being, as 
well being. Before the king, within certaine circumscriptions, of time, and place, and 
occasion ; but before the Lord, unrestrainedly y in all places, at all times, upon all occa- 
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sions, whereby we confesse his illimited power, his etemall essence, his ubiquitary presence. 
When we worship the Lord with our bodies, it ought to be with a speciall adoration, 
Quoniam si honos idem tribuitur aliiSy ipse omnino non colitur. A good rule it is in 
Lactantius, If the same worship be given to any other, God is not worshipped at alL 
What king will admit of a sharer, or co-partner in his tribute or homage ? And what 
saith the prophet? I am a great king, saith the Lord of Hosts. (Mai. i. 14). It were 
sacriledge then to offer him a sharer. 

Now for our temporall state, ddorate dominum extends and comes up to that also. 
Honour the Lord with thy substance^ so we are commanded (Prov. iii. 9) ; and good 
reason for it, for the blessing of the Xordy it mdketh rich, { Prov. x.) And without this 
blessing, in vain were it to rise up ea/rly and sit up letter and eat the bread of carefulness. 
And though the world be unapt to believe it, (incredulous ever in what is chargeable) 
the Lord expecteth we honour him as well with our personall estates, as with our persons. 
And how may that be ? By giving to the Lord in a proper way^ by devoting some part 
of your plentie and superfluitie to those sacred uses, which redound immediately to God's 
gloiy. The truth is, the prophet chiefly intends it here ; the words immediately before 
my text are. Bring an offering ^ and come into his courts. An oblation was ever of old 
accounted a part of adoration ; but I forbcare. Bring and offer are no pleasing words, 
I know, though it be to the Lord. Take away, and hold fast, without any thought of 
restitution, this is the manner of too many, that yet would be thought to deal very 
worshipfully too, to worship God as well as the best, when they spoyle him of that which 
should maintaine his worship. And will a man rob Qodf (MaL iii). Yes, and make the 
world believe they doe it for his honour ; but their doome/o//oi/>e«, without repentance, 
cursed with a curse (ver. 9) ; but I leave them to the mercie of Gk)d, and it is high time 
I left this point. I have done with the act and the object, worship the Lord; only re- 
member, I beseech you, how we must worship^ and how, the Lord^ it follows, where the 
Lord will be worshipped : worship the Lord in the beautie ofholinesse. 

In his holy courts, in his holy sanctuarie, in his glorious magnificent sanctuarie. Thus 
interpreters varie ; but Vatablus joynes with the Chaldee, and our translation follows 
both, in decore sanctitatis^ in the beautie of holinesse. And the Scripture calls the 
sanctuarie itself the beauUe of holir^esse^ because it was full of beautie and holinesse. 
So (if yee marke it) the points are three : the Lord wilt be worshipped in a certaine 
place, proper for his worship ; and the most proper place is a sacred place, or a place of 
holinesse, and a place of beauty as well as holinesse — worship the Lord in the beautie 
ofholinesse. 

And it is weU we are directed to a certaine place, for should the place be uncertaine, 
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our service would be as uncertaine as the place. Time and place have beene ever of 
singular moment in God's service. Were no time prescribed, it were much to be doubted 
when; and were no place appointed, it were hard to say where^ we would worship. 
We may justly feare it, were no place assigned, adorate Dominum would be soone out of 
date ; for who would thinke to worship, when he saw not where ? 

We may note it successively in all ages, never any tooke upon them to worship the 
Lord, but the place was resolved on. Can we imagine, but Cain and Abel had where to 
bring their sacrifices ? And they that called upon the name of the Lord (Gen. iv.) had 
a place for their meetings, a meete place. After the flood, Noah has his aUar where to 
adore. (Gen. viii.) And so had Abraham his, even where the Lord appeared unto him 
(Gen. xii.), expressely called the plo/ce of the altar, {Gen, xiii.) Isaxic also erected an 
altary and there he called on the name of the Lord. (Gen. xxvi.) And when we reade that 
Meheckah went to enquire of the Lord^ quo perrexit ? Whither went shee may wee 
thinke ? even to the place of his holy worship, where the Lord would answer her. (Gen. 
XXV.) And had not father Jacob his Bethel^ named by himselfe, the hxmse of God and 
the gate of heaven, (Gen. xxviii). 

When afterwards the children of Israel were upon often removes in the wildemessCy 
the Lord ordained them a moveable tabernacle^ to which every one resorted that sought 
the Lord (Exod, xxxiii. 7) ; and it was therefore called, the Tabernacle of the Congregation, 
But when the church began to be happy, in a settled state, in the dayes of King David^ 
his religious heart could no longer endure the ArJce sJiould abide within curtains, when Tie 
dwelt himselfe in a house of cedar. (2 Sam. vii). And thereupon he vowed a vowe unto 
the mightie God of Jacob, (Psalm cxxxii). But Solomon built him an house. (Acts vii. 
47). And now the Lord's people come hither all, whether to receive instruction, or 
expresse devotion. Here they addresse their vowes, commence their prayers, present 
their oblations before the Lord ; and this was the manner till Christ came in the flesh. 

And what? when our Lord was incarnate, did he ever disallow of this locall adora- 
tion f No, but in his infancie it pleased him to bee presented in the Temple; and at 
twelve yeeres old to dispute in the Temple (Luke ii) ; and after his baptisme he daily 
taught in the Temple, and preached in the synagogues. After his ascension where were 
his apostles ? but continually in the Temple (Luke xxiv) ; or where were the faithful ? 
but daily with one accord in the Temple, (Acts ii. 46). 

Now, when the Temple was demolished by Titus Vespasian, not a stone left upon 
a stone, as our Saviour had foretold, then Christian Churches began to be frequent, 
which yet were extant afore in Saint PauOs time ; for see, I pray you, what disparitie he 
puts betwixt ordinary houses and the House of God : What! have yee not houses ta eate 
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and drinke m, or despise yeethe Church of God? (1 Cor. xi.) Againe, Let your tcomen 
keepe silence in the churches^ aiid let them aske their husbands at home. (1 Cor. xiv). 
Now, let Saint Igiiatius speak for the next generation Trainee ein to clvto, and wayreQ iirl 
Toy paoy tov Oeov, all to one place, all to the Temple of God, in his undoubted epistle to 
the Magnesians, As for succeeding ages, all testimonies are superfluous — the furious 
edicts of persecuting tyrants for rasing and ruinating churches, abundantly shew liow 
churches did aboimd. And is not this enough to put to silence those iuu*easonable men, 
with their sectaries that survive, who in the height of malice and sacriledge endeavoured, 
presumptuously, this last age, to lay desolate and waste all the synagogues of God in the 
land? What should the prophet have said to such a generation? icorship the Lord, 
Where ? no matter where : in a barne, or a shop, or a* wood; no, but the propliefc hath told 
us where ; and the practise of the saints make it manifest, that before the law, under the 
law, and under the Gospell, there have beene ever due to the celebration of God's worship, 
sequestered places, either Altars^ or Tabernacles^ or Temples^ or Churches^ or ChappellSy 
or the like; that wee are justly directed by the Prophet here, to a proper place. Let 
us now descend to the properties of the place, and an holy place it is, a place of Ifoli' 
nesse, and a heautifidl place; the very beautie of Holinesse. worshi]), <&c. 

In Atrio Sancto^ or in Sanctuario, in his Holy Courts, or in his Holy Sanctuary ; 
for who can doubt but the leautie of Holinesse must needs be holy? And that 
apparently in a double regard — ^First, because the place of God's worship was hallowed 
ever, and set apart to holy uses; for so were Altars afore the Law, and after them the 
Tabernacle, and after that the Temple, and by the same right Churches and Chappells, 
at this day. The dedication of the Tabernacle, we have at large set down. (Numb, vii.) 
The dedication of the Temple. (1 Kings viii.) And it stands with all good reason and 
religion, that houses of God, be sequestred now by solemue consecration, as well as here- 
tofore. For wherefore, I pray you, did Solomon dedicate the Temple ? and after him, 
£Jzra the priest, upon the restauration? And the Priests againe under Judas Maccabeus, 
when it had beene polluted? Or wherefore did Jacob consecrate a pillar of stone by 
pouring oyle upon it? (Gew, xxviii). Did the Lord command him, or Solomon, or any of 
them all ? Where ? it will no where be found. It was rectified reason and godly wis- 
dome, which directed them by a publique dedication, as it were by publique declaration, 
to manifest to the world the religious conveniance of Sacred places, to Sacred uses ; and 
then it followes, that as Bethel of old, and the Sanctuary, so likewise our Bethels are 
holy, being solemnly hallowed and devoted in the name of God, and to the Glory of God, 
as they were. 

Holy, againe, because our Lord God, most holy, doth iuhabite and possesse them, as 
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liis proper mansion, or dwelling house ; for did he not take possession, when the Cloud 
covered tJie Tent, and the glory of the Lord filled the Tabernacle f (Exod. xl. 34). What 
did he else by that sacred iinimbration, but take, as it were, Liverie and Seisin? And 
just so it was at the finishing of the Temple ; The glory of the Lord filled the House 
of the Lord, (1 King viii). And they were thereupon called and counted his dwelling 
place for ever after; by David, thou that dioellest hetweene the Cherubins, (Psalm 
Ixxx) ; by our Saviour, WIio so shall sweare by the Temple, siceareth by it, and by him 
that dioelleth therein, (Matt, xxiii, 21). 

And can any Christian doubt, whether hee bee present in our Christian congrega- 
tions ? Where holy Prayers are powred forth, his holy Gospel preached, his holy Sacra- 
merits administered, his most holy IBody and Dlood communicated. Is it not deep 
infidelitie and heresie, to thinke Christ to bee absent from his Body and Blood ? Most 
certainly present he is, though not by his glorious, yet in a singular way, by his gracious 
presence. Yee may as well (saith aS'^. Chrysostome) shut God out of Heaven, as exclude 
him hence. For avTog 6 ovpavog, this indeed is Heaven upon Earth; and here the Tabernacle 
of God is loith men, and God him self e is xoith them, (Rev. xxi). Holy then, wee see, 
because the Lord is there by Ids holy presence. 

And now it begins to be open day yA\\\ us, we may clearly perceive, why the Pro- 
phet would have us worship rather in the place of holinesse than elsewhere, because the 
Lord. is sure to be found there. And wee are to seeke the Lord, as well lohere, as %ohile 
hee may be found. Where wnll yee enquire of the Master, but at his House ? And the 
House of God is the House of Prayer, (Esa. Ivi). Where shall yee hope to finde the 
King, so soone as in his Court? So the King of Heaven will be found Iv avXri ttj ayia 
in his holy Court, above any other place. 

True, the Lord will be found of his humble, devout servants in what place soever; 
and I would have nothing understood to the prejudice of private prayer, for Moses in the 
Sea, Job 07i the Dmighill, Jeremie in the Dungeon, Daniel in the Den, Jonas in the 
Whale, the Children hi the Vurnace, St. Peter and St. Paul in Prison, calling upon God, 
were heard, as St. Dasil noteth. And therefore, the Apostle would have men pray every- 
where, lifting up holy hands, (1 Tim. ii.) Yes, everywhere, with holy hands. But are 
holy hands everywhere? What shall the sinner doe, that is destitute of AoZy Aa/wfe.^ 
What else, but to the Temple with the Publican. There he shall meete with holy hands, 
in the holy Assembly, and may sj^eed the better ; be graciously accepted for their sakes, 
SisJbb^s friends for his sake. (Job xlii.) In my devotions, let me joyne with the righteous, 
and then his prayer (I shall hope) will make way for mine. ISTay, and now shall my 
o/iar/t/e be aug-mentedy my zeale kindled, my faith confinned, when I heare the whole 
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congregation, quasi manu facta, to implore and send up an amnj of prayers for the 
pardon of my sinnes (as says TertuUian). For thus it is ever in these sacred meetings; 
all for eveiy one, and every one for all, that God may be gracious and have mercy upon 
all; great reason then we should worship there. 

And so often as we worship there, would God we would remember xnhere we 
are, that the place whereon tee stand is holy ground. It was certahiely part of the 
Prophet's meaning, that the very name of Ilolinesse should make us beware of pro- 
phanenesse. He termes it rather a place of Holinesse, than the Tabernacle or the 
Temple, to put us in minde of that venerable, grave, religious behaviour, evermore 
requisite and expected here. Jwr Ilolinesse heconieth thy Ifoiise^ Lord for ever, 
(Psal. xciii); to put us in minde to looke well to our feete ichen icee r/o to the House of 
God, (Eccl. iv). 7h our Feete, not to make that a walkmg place; and to our Tongues, 
not to make that a talkmg place ; and to our Eyes, not to make that a gazing place. 
And he that lohipt the buyers and sellers out of the Temple, would he not, thinke we, 
have silenced our praters in the House of Prayer, and have charged our Church-walkers 
to leave the Church? AiyZlquitie so understood it, I am sure; ovlk irpotrenrelp roy 
nXriffiov €^€Tiv ey cKKXrfffia. In the Church unlawfull even to speake but to a neighbor, 
(saith S. Chrysostome), and much more unlawfull to conti'ive and drive a bargaine there, 
as if at a mart or common market. And how unsufferable then that the Church should 
be made a place of rude contentions, and uncivill contestations. 

But, was not Antiquitie too precise ? No, they knew Religion is upheld by nothing 
more than JReverence / that wee can never bee too cleane in the Sanctuarie, nor too holy 
in the place of Holinesse, where we are to meete with our Maker, and to worship the 
Lord most high, and most holy. Let us passe ^on now from this holy place (as it is 
holy), and behold it awhile as beautifully for beautifull it is, as well as holy, even the 
beautie of Ilolinesse; worship, ike. 

Expositors finde themselves at a losse, and therefore strive to make it up, as they may, 
by various expressions. Some say, in Sanctuario niagnifico, in the stately Sanctuarie. 
Some, in magnificentia Sanctitatis, in the sumptuousnesse or magnificence of Sanctitie. 
Some, in splendore Sacrarii, in the splendour or glory of his Holy Place. Some, in 
decore Sanctitatis, in the comelinesse or beautie of Holinesse. Now j)ut them together, 
and the Place recommended is holy, comely, stately, sumptuous, glorious ; not more holy 
than comely, not more sacred than sumptuous. A most fit place this to worship the Lord 
m ; worsh q) the lord in the beautie of Ilolinesse, 

But is not our Prophet mistaken here ? or is not this combhiation made up of in- 
consistants ? ' For, can Holy and Stately, Beautie and Sanctitie, runne in a line ? Yes, 



12 SERMON. 



may and ought, as much as may be ; and where they part and goe assunder, both abate 
of their perfection ; for as nothing magnifies greatnesse more than Godlinesse, so no- 
thin <▼ sets off Godlinesse more than greatnesse. Poore and godly, are as little esteemed 
of the many, as poore and wise ; and yee know what the wise man sayes and shewes 
too; The poor man's wisdom is despised. (Eccl. ix. 16). And on the other side, 
what is a great ungodly man (without amendment), but like a great unsound cedar, 
every day fitter and fitter for the fire. But where GrrecUnesse and Goodnesse, Highnesse 
and Uolinessey Sanctitie and Suhlimitie meet, there God's worship is in the full, there 
God is magnified indeed ; and wee cannot but hope, the Lord will goe on to magnifie 
with the full measure of his Blessings. 

And we shall quickly perceive God's worship to be advanced as well by the 
dignity of the place as the person ; and it will not doe amiss to appeal in this case 
to common experience ; for do wee not finde ourselves otherwise affected, when we 
come into a naked, deformed, ruinous Temple, adorned with nothing but dust and 
cobwebs, and we come into a goodly, reverend, beautifuU Church, wherein we may 
behold on every side remarkeable testimonies of devout magnificence ? Doth not the 
very fabricke, and fashion, and solemne accomodation beget in our hearts a religious 
regard and venerable thoughts ? 

True, a sort of christians there are, so transelementated and refined, as to despise aU 
succours and supplies of this kinde, as matter of distraction, and palpable inducements 
to superstition, talk as if God regarded no longer any other Temples, but the bodies 
and soules of his saints. And we cheerfully professe, wee can never too carefully 
preserve the inward heautie of these living Temples ; for that is the heautie of Holinesse 
indeed ; and if any man shall pollute this beautie, or defile this temple^ him shall God 
destroy. (1 Cor. iii.) But how the inward grace of these living Temples, should be thought 
prejudiciall to the outward grace of the Beautie of Holinesse, is, I confess, beyond my 
capacitie. 

For whether wee looke backe to the manner of God's service under the JLaw^ or the 
choisest times under the Gospel^ wee shall soone discover Biaiitie and Holinesse^ sweetly 
accorded, till the love of the world had gotten the upper hand of the love of God. 

For first, what can wee almost imagine more rich and gorgeous than the Tabernacle 
was ? wherein all the instruments and utensils were of pure gold, even to the Snvff'dishes^ 
(Exod. xxv), and afterwards the 2hNple, what was it else, but very matter of wonder and 
astonishment ? a glorious spectacle of admiration to all the world. "When the Queen of 
Sheba beheld it, the majesticall beautie and service thereof so filled her heart, that 
/'y$^y'<^ g^c7s j^o more spirit in her (1 Kings x. 6) ; and very memorable it is, when the 
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foundation of the later house was layed, the Fathers and ancient men mourned and wept, 
because it was like to be less glorious than tlie first. (Ezr. iii. 12). Now what might be 
the reason of this incredible magnificence in the first, or of this religious emulation in 
the second Temple ? Take the reason from King Solomon^ who has studied the point. 
The house \chich I built is great, for great is our God above all Gods, (2 Chron. ii. 5) ; 
and if quia ma gnus deus be a good argument, the Lord at this day is as great as ever, 
and then is this argument as good as ever. 

And had not (thinke wee) the founders of Churches in Christendome a speciall eye 
to his glorious majestie, for whose service they were erected? Yes, verily; this made 
Constantine the great, and Justinian the Eniperour, and Charles the great, and Charles 
the fourth, to honour the gospell of Christ with so many stately monuments of their 
pietie all tlie world over. Saint Cyrill, describing one of them in Hierusalem, called it 
apyvpev^vTov Kai ^(pvcTOKoXKriToy rj^i/ licK\rj(rmy, a church all adorned and embossed with silver 
and gold. And £Jusebiiis (lib. x.) reporting of the spacious and beautifull church at Tyre, 
which was built anew, by the famous B. P., Paulinus sayes, the lusture and splendour was 
such wc davfiCLCTiov toIq opQffi irepiex^iy Tt)v Oeai', as made beholders amazed to behold it, and 
generally thus it was, wheresoever Churches of note were repaired (which infidels had 
desolated), they evermore added, iroXvKptnTwya Tt)y ayXaiay, a more exquisite beautie than 
ever before ; alleadging for themselves by the way of encouragement, 27ie glory of the 
latter house shall be greater t/tan that of the former (Hag. ii.), and that of our Prophet, 
great is the Lord, and greatly to bee praised in the Citie of our God. (Psal. xlviii.) 

But yet it must bee granted, this Christian zeale for the beautie of Holinesse, was 
not every where alike; decencie and comelinesse in all the houses of God, but 
magnificentia sanctitatis, this state of Holinesse ; Holinesse in state, was not usually seene, 
save in cities and populous places, whither huge multitudes resorting, very ample, and 
capacious receits were requisite, which anon by the bountifull largitiou of devouter 
Christians, became as sumptuous as capacious; and there was no iniquitie in such 
inequalitie. For the beautie of Holinesse doth well admit of m^agis and minus ; 
worship, and JjTo^me^se, and beautie, like the three ^race*, should goe hand in hand; 
but yet so, as w^here more worshippers, there more holinesse; and then more beautie there, 
as a kind oi portion and dowrie of Holinesse, 

The Jewes had their beautie of holinesse more conspicuously in the Tabemacle, 
and the Temple/ but Christians more especially in their Diocesian and Mother Churches, 
even ever since the Gospell and Christian Faith were well settled ; and it is strange to 
read how the Jewes did excell in bountie, for better preserving that eminent beautie. 
For as Casaubon and Cuneus have faithfully collected, all, even they also of the dis- 
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persion, from all parts and quarters, sent yearely, contributions to Hierusalem, for the 
maintenance of the Temple ; because they deligMed in the stones thereof^ and had pitie 
on the dust thereof, (Psal. cii.) 

And here I caimot but congratulate the present times, wherein the Beautie of 
Holinesse in citie and country, seemes to revive and flourish as never more. It argues 
Religion hath life in it, and that wee are in love with Religion; and I beseech you give 
mee leave to condescend a little to particulars, and to magnifie the Lord in the words 
of Ezra the Priest. Blessed he the Lord God of our fathers^ who hath put such a thing 
as this in the Klng^s heart, to heautifie the house of the JLord which is in Hierusalem, 
(Ezi'a. vii. 27.) And blessed be those many worthies which have strengthened the hands 
of the workmen, to take away the reproach from Israeh by removing the Abomination 
of desolation. Arid blessed be all that encourage the worke by their cJieerefull 
beneficence, even to the poore widow, that shall cast in her two myites. Let them prosper 
upon earth, and let their names be recorded in the Booke of Life. And oh, how 
were it to be wished, that they which were at laying ihe first stone might live to behold 
the consummation. That they, and all the Benefactors, and above all our most gracious 
Zerubbabel, might (when all is finished) worship the Lord, in that beautie of Holinesse, 
Howsoever this shall bee loritten for the generations to come, and the people which shall 
be created, shall praisef the JLord for this honourable onset. For what can make a more 
honourable testimony, or truer evidence, of our imfeigned esteeme of Holinesse, of our 
love to God, of our zeale for his Gospell, than thus to reach out a liberall hand to the 
supportation, and a bountifull hand to the exornation of that sacred edifice, where from 
age to age beyond all discovery, Holinesse hath had her habitation. As for Tatnai, 
and Shetherbosnai, and Sanballat, open or clandestine enemies to the beauty of Holinesse, 
Jill their faces with shame that they may seeke thy name, .Lord; that we and they, 
and all they that lay claime to true Holinesse, may preferre the beauty of Holinesse 
before all other beauties; and with cleane hands, and pure hearts, delight to worship the 
Lord, in the proper place of his Worship, the beauty of Holinesse. I have done at last 
with the properties of the place. Holy and beautifulL ISTow followes the Prophet's 
entreaty, which I shall treate of in very few words, and so conclude. worship the Lord 
in the beauty of Holinesse, 

Take it jointly together, and it is not more a Precept than a Prayer; a very empha- 

ticall obsecration, full of holy importunitie, and which argues in our Princely Prophet 

an extraordinarie love to the Place and the Service here commended, that his chiefe 

delight was there; Yov,Hoic amiable are thy Tabernacles, Lord of Hosts, (Ps. Ixxxiv). 

^n(7 }joiv <^J5coj)solate, when hee was driven thence ? Woe is mee that lam constrained 
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to dicell in Mesech, and to have my habitation among the Tents of Kedar (Ps. cxx.) ; 
seems to envie the silly birds : The Sparroioes and Sioallowes may lay their young even 
by thine Altars, Lord of Hosts, my King and my God ; nor so desirous though, to 
be there alone, but there with his people. I was glad when they said unto me, We will 
goe into the House of the Lord, (Ps cxxii). Itjoyedhun to be seene In medio HJccle- 
sice^—ia the midst of the congregation will I praise thee. (Ps. xxii.) Hee would pay his 
vowes (in an exemplarie way) in the presence of all his people. (Ps. cxvi.) And we 
cannot otherwise understand him heere ; Come, children, hearken unto me, doe as yee see 
mee doe ; adorate and adorabo went together, wee may be sure : And a blessed sight it 
was, to see Religion countenanced, and the people religious, not more by his Regall 
Precepts and Edicts, than his Presence and Practice, Now blessed are the people that be 
in such a case. 

Looke we then to the practice of King Lavid, what he was wont to doe in God's 
House, and wee shall soone discerne why he is so earnest to send us thither. Thither 
went David as well for resolution as devotion ; and his religious attention, was a good 
part of his adoration there ; I will hearken what the Lord God will say. (Psal. Ixxxv.) 
Et quceram in Templo Ejus, and I will enquire in his Temple. (Psal. xxvii.) And he 
tells us, hee could not be satisfied, till hee went into the Sanctuary of God, (Psal. Ixxiii.) 
For the Sanctuary of old was the set place for satisfaction in doubtfull cases, even from 
Moses to David; omnis populus qui habebat aliquam quoestiomem, (Exod. xxxiii.) All 
that had ought to say, any doubt to bee resolved, resorted thither for expedition; 
Prince and People, all without exception. 

And now it is a clear case ; it might well import him as a King to be earnest in this 
point, that his people would goe and receive instruction in publique, in place appointed, 
the right place ; because conventicles, and private meetings, under colour of reUgion, 
too often serve unto dangerous practices. Seditious opinions and turbulent positions 
have been ever fii'st invented and vented in private. There it is, that peremptory pens, 
and sawcio tongues are thought conscienciovs, because audacious, and hee commonly 
reputed the best man, that is the worst subject. 

Or consider him (if ye please) as a Prophet; so I am sure he could not 
be too earnest for worship in publique. For the only way, this, to preserve re- 
ligion and the truth untainted, to have Holinesse duely taught, in the beautie of 
Holinesse, Your interminglings and adulterate doctrines have been still begotten 
in private, and have passed by peece-meale, from the Chamber to the Chappell, 
and so to Church, For when or where, I pray you, did the envious man 
sowe his tares ? it was, dormieiitibus hominibus, while men slept, in all likelihood, in 



some private meetiDg about midnight, when the watchmen of Israel were asleepe. Wee 
may not doubt, hut peace and truth both depend upon it, that we assemble to worship 
the Lord, in the proper place of his worship. 

But David (they will say) though a JK^ing and a Prophet^ was under the Xaio, and 
is he a fit president for professours of the Gospell ? Let men appeale then (if they will) 
from Davidy to the sonne of David^ our blessed Saviour. And how stood he affected ? 
That he was all in all for the publique, most manifest it is by the good confession which 
he made. (Joh. xviii. 20.) J spake openly to the world, I ever taught in the Synagogue 
and in the Temple , whither the Jeics daily resort; and in secret have I said nothing, 
Heare this, you that love to whisper in a corner ; that stand so much for Privatus aliquis, 
a private spirit, or a private brother, in a private place, how directly contrary are you to 
Christ ? you for omnia, Christ for nihil in occulto, good Christians in the meanwhile. 

For that our Saviour could not away with this Parlour preaching and these Chamber 
congregations, plaine it seems by that charge, which he left in his Church. (IVIat. xxiv. 
26.) If they shall say unto you, behold he is in the desert, go not forth; beJiold, he is in 
the secret cJiambers, believe them not. For, I beseech you, where hath been the meeting 
place of our Anti-canonicall canonists, and where have they enacted their Antisynodicall 
Sanctions, but in desa^o, or in Gubiculo? There is, therefore, no believing them. Alas, 
when they have set up once in private, the great idoll of their own imaginations, and 
have consulted their grand Oracle, I was saying, at the IdoVs table, they will not sticke 
to say and decree anything. ISTo appealing then from David to the son of David in this 
case, both are for the publique, for the solemne assembly both, for the Temple and the 
holy place, the beautie of Holinesse, 

And now, represent we David to our thoughts as a King or a Prophet, we must 
needs confesse that this entreatie here is to singular good purpose, that it makes very 
much for truth, and unitie, Bndpietie. Now, the God of peace and truth, leade us into 
all truth, and bring us unto that peace which passeth all understanding, bring us all in 
mercy from the beautie of Holinesse in the Kingdome of Grace, to the JEToly of Holies 
in the Kingdome of Glory. Amen. 
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THE *BISHOP OF BEISTOL'S SPEECH, 

At the Visitation at Dorchester 

SEPTEMBER 18, 1637. 



My Bsethben of thb Clebgy, 

It joys me to see your faces, and I heartily thank you for your loving and 
benevolent affections, and I wish it lay in my power to recompense your love. 

And at this time, I am (in the Church's name), more especially to thank you for your 
pains Bnd patience in the discharge of your ministiy. An high calling to be a minister 
of Christ, and to have, imder Christ, the power of absolution : — Whose sins ye remits they 
are remitted, and whose sins ye retain, they are retained; a power to continue in the 
Church for ever: — Lo, lam with you always ; even unto the end of the world. — ^Matt. 
xxviii. 20. 

But then as the honour is great, so is the burden, Sbnos et onus, are eminent both 
in the work of the Gospel, or if point of honour be observed for the present, yet shall 
it be conspicuously apparent, when they that turn many imto Righteousness, shall shine 
as the stars in the firmament. 

In the interim you are to remember, that Salus animarum est opimum et optU 
mum sacrificium, when ye can affirm imfeignedly with St. Paul : — Brethren, my hearths 
desire and prayer to God for Israel is, tJiat they may he saved. When ye manifest this 
desire by your diligence and preaching, and this devotion by your daily supplications 
for God's people, and chiefly for those of your own cure, such pains is thankworthy. 



* See the account of this great and excellent prelate in the Athen Oxon, p. 672, vol. S, Edit. 1691. 
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And let me thank you for your patience, which gives life and perseverance to your 
pains. Indeed ye have need of patience in the midst of a crooked and perverse genera- 
tion. Ye have need of patience (as St. JPaul told the Hebrews) that after ye have done 
the will of God, ye may receive the promise; there is no persevering without it, which 
made the Prophet Isaiah to endure as he did. Patiens fui siciit partnriens / which 
made St. JPaul join longsuffering and doctrine together. Preach the Word, he instant 
in season, out of season, reprove, rebuJce, exhort, iv 7ra<ny naKpodvfjii<f koI ^i^axy 
(2 Tim- iv. 2.) For by these two we shall conquer two of our grand enemies, the world 
and the Devil; the world by our patience, and by our doctrine, the DeviL I commend 
therefore your patience as well as your pains ; I commend it in you, and to you. £e 
patient always, brethren, until the coming of our Lord . . . for the coming of the JLord 
draweth nigh, — James v. 

Nor need any to fear, lest my present visitation should discourage your patience, 
or discountenance your pains. I am utterly bent upon it, to discountenance nothing but 
enormities : I call God to witness how often I call to mind St. PauVs charge to Timothy ^ 
I charge thee before God and the Lord Jesus Christy and the elect Angels, that thou 
observe these things without preferring one before another, doing nothing by partiality. 
(1 Tim. V. 21). A Bishop, I know, should visit in imitation of God's visitation, that is 
visit the good for good, and the bad (if it may be) to make them better. 

See examples of God's visitation. He visited the children of Israel^ and it was to 
deliver them. I have seen! I have seen! (Exod. iii). Before that he visited Sarah, and 
it was to make her a joyful mother. (Gen. xxi). After that he visited Hannah ; and his 
visitation was to her benediction. God visits the good for good, which made the prophet 
beseech God to visit him: — visit me with thy salvation. (Psal. cvi. 4.) And that he 
would visit the Church: — JReturn, we beseech thee, God of Hosts, look down, behold 
and visit this vine. For the prophet knew the Church's salvation doth depend on God's 
visitation, as we have in ZacharicCs song, — He hath visited and redeemed his people. 

And we shall find, even the bad are visited for good. If they break my statutes, 
and keep not my commandments, then will I visit their transgressions. (Psalm Ixxxix.) 
And for their good; for if at all, they will seek God in ^he day of their visitation. Lord^ 
in trouble have they visited thee, (Isaiah xxvi). Or if it make not in particular for their 
own good, yet for the common good, at least. For what, shall men live as they list^ 
lewdly, and licentiously, and shall I not visit for these things, saith the Lord? — Jer. v. 

Now, God, we know, is the great pattern of perfection, as He doth visit, so must 
also the man of God; visit to relieve, to deliver; visit to save, to succour, to support; — 
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Sicut Pastor visitat GregemJ fEzek. rxxiv). Thus holy men of God were wont to visit 
as in God's stead. Thus it came into the heart of Moses to visit his brethren (Acts vii.) 
to interpose for them, not suffer them to suffer wrong. And thus David visited his 
brethren, when they were in the field against the Philistines ; and his visit made them 
victorious. And thus in the New .'Testament Pat/^and Barnabas^ " let us go again and 
visit our brethren." And yet again, at Miletus, where he sent to Ephesus^ and called 
together the elders of the church (Acts xx). The truth is, it continued a custom in the 
Christian churches in all ages; — Antiqucie consuetudinis ordo servetur^ say the fathers 
in council of Tarraco, above a thousand years since. Let every Bishop visit his Diocese. 
It had been so from the Apostles downward, and for the Church's good, ever; for 
advancing grace and peace, and truth and holiness; yes, and for suppressing enoimities. 

And here let me tell you (for it may import you much), that for advancing grace 
and peace, and so for suppressing enormities, sound doctrine, and wholesome discipline^ 
are behoveful; for if wholesome discipline be not upheld, peace anon will be all to 
pieces; there will be no keeping the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace. 
And if sound doctrine be not upheld, virtue and religion will be utterly at a loss ; and I 
pray you remember sound doctrine hath three inseparable properties, these three ever. 
First, it is pure^ then peaceable, then profitable. St, James is punctual for pure and 
peaceable. The wisdom lohich is from above, is first pure, then peaceable, (James iii). 
And St Paul is as plain for 2'>rofitable ; godliness is profitable for all things; so he tells 
Timothy / and chargeth Titus — to teach those things which are good and profitable 
unto m^en, setting aside vainjanglings and unnecessary questions. 

Now, no doubt, the doctrine of the Bible is pure of itself; as a fountain without 
slime, as pure metal without dross; purer than gold, yea, than much fine gold ; like 
pure light without shadow of darkness. Lex tua Lux ; and we must see that we keep 
it pure ; and keep it so we shall, if we examine our doctrine with diligence, TraVro 
^oKifiai^ETE, try all things, holdfast — and ^oKtfiaZere is a weighty word; try as gold is tried 
in the fire ; for t6 'xpvfriov rw^ irvpi ^oKijia^ofjiev, says the Greek orator. 

Now keep it the purer we shall, if we observe (and I pray you observe it) that 
water is never so pure as at the well-head ; and so it is in the current of Divinity, still 
the higher the purer. So it is with the light ; there are false fuming lights, but the 
higher ye look the purer the light, and just so it is, with the lights of God's Church. Tlie 
Apostles were as the greater lights, and the Fathers as the lesser lights ; much purer 
though, than those that came after them. 

Again, keep it purer we shall, if we take heed of the leven of corrupt affections, 
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which usually sour and dis-savour this Bread of Life. If we cannot homirwm exu,ere^ 
because we are men, yet when we buckle to the work of the Gospel, we ought at least 
humanum deponere, often recounting that of holy Job, " who can bring a clean thing 
out of an undean f Not onel"^^ 

Lastly, keep it pure we shall, if we use our own diligence, more to draw and 
derive from the text, than to bring unto it : let our notes flow from the text as light 
from the sun, and then all will be pure ; but when they are raised from without, from 
fancy, or passion, or affections, then begin the fogs and mists of error to multiply apace ; 
ye know my meaning. 

Secondly, sound doctrine is peaceable : St James doth warrant it so ; first pure, then 
peaceable, ever inclining to peace. We must, needs, believe so, if we consider who sent 
us, the God of peace ; or for what he sent us, to proclaim peace ; JSoangelizantes JF^aceniy 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ, or the author of our peace : therefore stiled JPax 
nostra, because breaking down the partition-wall he made both one : and break it down 
he did, not that we should build it up again. 

But if any love distractions and divisions, they may read their own doom in others 
examples, destruction and calamity a/re in their ways, and the way of peace they have 
not known, that is because they have not known it. (Rom. iii.) We may give such men 
leave to talk of righteousness, and the fruit of righteousness ; but without repentance 
they are never like to reap it ; for the fruit of righteousness is sown in pea^e of them, 
thaJt makepeace. (James iii). Contentions in a pulpit are lawful only for the Faith, and 
for that Faith only ftTraJ Trapa^odeiarj which was once delivered to the saints. (Jude 3.) 
Your doctrine ought to be peaceable. 

And the more peaceable it will be. If we have not the faith of our Ztord Jesus Christ, 
with respect of persons, (James ii). If we totally set aside, populo utplacerent/ if we 
duly couBider —si hominibus placerem. (Gal. i.) and certainly we cannot so soon forget 
the sad fruits of siding and seditious popularity ; siding first, and then seditious. 

Again, more peaceable it wUl be, if we resolve to be humble-minded ; for, as Solomon 
teacheth — By pride cometh contention. When we make an idol of our own imaginations; 
this over-weening, anon, jostles with authority, will not endure a superior, and out of a 
preposterous zeal thinks to pray down, or preach down all that is above it ; and no marvel 
if they that hunt after a parity, cry down authority. 

Thirdly, more peaceable it will be (would be at least), were we less, or, at least, later 
acquainted with foreign writers; foreign, I mean that are modern. It might well 
become young divines to begin with that they are sworn to, the doctrine and discipline 
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contsdned in the book of Common Prayer ^ and the Thirty-nine Articles, and then on to 
the Homilies, imd after that to our own excellent writers, sach as Judy Hooker^ JBUsofi^ 
Fieldy AndreWytohe silent of their names that are living; whose lives smell of the lamp 
of antiquity, and which w^onld season and settle them both at once ; yes and prepare them 
for reading the Fathers and Councils, the Schools ; whereas now-a-days many are engaged 
and addicted to faction, before they will understand the rudiments of religion, and then 
imtiSy imtis precipUes. 

In the third place, sound doctrine is proJUabhy useful for instruction^ for correction^ 
for conviction^ for consolation^ for them alL A good preacher will often demand of him- 
self, Cui bono? if unprofitable, away with it; muUa recidenda. 

For Instruction: when you teach, quoe sunt credenda^ quae agenda; when you 
preach faith and good works ! w^hen you shew them what to believe and how to live ; 
which are briefly summed up in the Church's catechism. And I will confidently say it, 
ye cannot serve God, nor the king, nor the Church better, than by well catechising your 
cures. The king commands it, and the canon enjoins its; and I earnestly require it of 
you; and I shall be sorry to find the Church and the ICing neglected in this point of 
duty. B[ave care, I pray you, to catechise your cures. 

Yet not so catechise them as to confute the catechism when you have done. And 
when the catechism saith that a child by baptism is made a member of Clirist, a child 
of God, and inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven, that he hath Jus ad Regnuniy to confute 
this by and by in the pulpit, and to talk distinctly of refd baptisriiy when the Catholic 
Church never acknowledged any baptism but what is rea/, and when the catechism says, 
we receive in the JSucharist the body and blood of Clirist verily and indeed^ to be, anon, in 
the pulpit, for m^a signa, as if they did oidy signify y and not exhibit; such doctine is so 
far from. proftablCy as it is damnable. 

For Correction: when ye cry down the crying sins of the time, the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, cry them down by your own life, as well as 
your doctrine, else ye build up with one hand, and pull down with the other. liCl your 
light so shine before mefi, tJvat they may see your good worksy and glorify your FatJier 
which is in Seaven. — ^Matt. v. 16. 

For Conviction: when you beat down erroneous opinions with the hammer of God's* 
word, plainly and powerfully, and let nie say it, better to forbear, than to do it other- 
wise; weak arguments have ever exctiudingly prejudiced a good cause. 

For Consolation: when you preach Chrlht and him crucified, without extenuatuig 
the grace of God; excluding none from the balsam of grace, that are wounded and would 
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be healed. When yje bind up the broken-hearted, when ye visit the sick, when ye bring 
them to confession, when ye fit them for absohition ; for absolution, 1 say, wherein is the 
life and soul of all the comforts of the soul. These things are good and profitable unto 
mjn. Such doctrine as this will not fail to promote truth and godliness. 

But then (as I told you), sound doctrine would have wholesome discipline along 
with it ; and here let me hope the best of your pious and unanimous consent, and with- 
out rhetoricating, touch only upon general heads, which may settle us in our practice. 

And first of all, Scripture itself doth bind us to obey the Church, in that which 
doth not contradict Scripture ; or else what will become of obedite prcepositis vestnsy 
obey them that have the rule over you (Heb xiii), or else how do we believe. He 
that resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God. (Rom. xiii). For never imagine 
ye may despise the canons of the Church without despising the Church that made them. 
He that vilified the law, vilified the law-giver ; and then what saith St, Paul f What ! 
despise ye the Church of God ? (1 Cor. xi). The Church of God that begat you to 
Cl^rist ; the Church of God which, under Christ, is the ground and pillar of the truth ? 
The Church to which ye are sent by Christ himself for satisfaction, die ecdesicB/ Tell 
it to the Church. (Matt.xviii). Despise the Church, to whose Articles ye are sworn, and 
in this very case ! The Church hath power to decree rites and ceremonies, — ^Art. xx. 

Thus to despise the Church argues men are very far gone, and almost given over to 
a reprobate mind ; a foul, scandalous, intolerable impiety. 

Next to Scripture our subscription doth bind us ; doth bind us I say, not only to 
unity of doctrine in the Thirty-nine Articles, but also to unifoimity of discipline in our 
publick liturgy and cano7is of the Church ; and every good Clmrchman I trow, will be 
tender of his oath ; and in that sense tender of it, as it is tendered and intended by the 
Church, without hypocritical dissimulation, or Jesuitical equivocation. 

For the truth is, in point of subscription,! desiieno more of you, but that ye be real 
/lonest 7nen^ the same in the pulpit and in the parlour, in the church and in the chamber ; 
and to leave it ofi:' at last to the Jesuits to double and lye for religion. What says 
Elihu in JTob ? Will a man speak wickedly for God? Yes, lye and libel it against 
truth, and known truth, and all (as they pretend), to uphold truth ; homines quibuB 
mentiri iiidla religio — men that delight in lying, men that say (and more than say it), let 
us do evil that good may come thereof whose damnation is just. — Rom. iii. 

Tliirdly, common reason doth oblige us to ttniformity/ for if we cast oif ceremonies 
at our pleasure, why not all as well as some ? And then farewell to St. Paul's EvtrxnfioybJCy 
and Kara Ta^iv ; for, I pray you, what comeliness or good order, wliere every one will 
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be a master and go his own way ? Nay, then ill did Solomon compare the Church to 
acies ordinqla^ where all is out of order and at confusion. Are we not taught, by common 
reason, that leaves do not only adorn a tree, but shelter too, the fruit, and make it 
prosper? Ye may note it in the vme and the fig tree, and other trees. Or, 
suppose there gi'ows a superfluity of leaves, yet it is opus hortidaniy the work of the 
gardener to take them off, not of every one in the garden. Ye cannot pare an apple, but 
by and by it is apt to perish ; nor can ye strip off the bark but the tree is endangered. 
Ceremonies (believe it), do not set off, but moreover fortify and secure even the sub- 
stance of religion. 

Now doth not common reason teach us, that we are to kneel at the prayers of the 
Church? That kneeling is the proper gesture of an humble devotion? Doth not 
conmion reason teach us, that if magistrates, and judges, and advocates have their proper 
habits to begel more gravity and reverence, that Churchmen should hav^ also a distinct 
fashion, peculiar to their function ? Doth not common reason teach, if reverence be due 
more in one place than another, that the greatest reverence is due in sancto sanctorum^ 
if any place on earth be more holy than another ? Doth not common reason teach us 
that there can be no buUding without a foundation? And the catechism is like the 
foundation of a building; the first principles of the oracles of God, (Heb. v). And 
then to preach, and not to catechise, what is it else but to build castles in the air ? 

Fourthly, custom doth bind us, where there is not a law against custom ; and even 
St. Paul himself thought custom a good argument. We have no such custom^ neither 
the church of God (1 Cor. xi. 16). When the Church then hath a custom, we ought 
to observe it ; and so the Fathers resolve in the great Council of AT/ce, TA APXAIA 
E0H KPATEITO. Let the old customs continue. A chief reason we know of 
calling that Council was for settling the Feast of Easter; a matter merely ceremonial. 
But Church Ceremonies were then esteemed weighty matters, and then who but triflers 
will call them trifles ? The Council of Nice was no trifling council, remember that ; and 
therefore met not about trifles. 

And were there no law for set holidays^ yet for conmiemorating special graces and 
blessings, the Church's customs were a law sufiicient. The like may be said for set fasts; 
the lent fasts ^ the emher fasts ^ the even fasts. It is indeed a good rule, cedat consuetudo 
veritati; but it holds as well, where custom is not repugnant to truth, and there is no 
law against custom, there custom is a law. 

Had we no canon for the Cross in baptism, yet the constant custom of the Church 
for so many ages, were instead of a canon. Had we no canon for hood and surplice and 
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churchrvestmentSy yet the antient custom of the Church, elder than St, Hierora^ were 
equal to a canon. St, Hierom reports of hisfiops and priests and deacons^ that being to 
officiate, aim Candida veste procedebanty in his first book against JPelagus: and how 
Nepotion, a godly priest, gave him at his death for a legacy : IhiJiicam qud utebator in 
ministerio Ghrlsti, And in his comment upon JEJzeklely he tells us, it was a custom all 
Christendom over, rdigio divina alterum habitum habet in ministerio^ alterum in tisuy 
vitd que communi. He that in those days should have opposed against the general 
custom of the Church should have been recorded in the black book of Schismaticks. 

Fifthly and lastly, charity doth oblige us; for suppose we that are strong could serve 
God well enough without ceremonies, yet what says the Apostle ? We that are strong 
ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. (Rom. xv. 1). 
Now what influence devout reverence and religious ceremonies have upon weaker minds, 
all know that know anything Have ye not noted how strings touched in an instrument 
move one another? And so good christians strongly touched with devout reverence, move 
all that are about them. That, if for nothing else, yet for charity sake, because they are 
Adminicula et vehicula pietatis, helps to support piety in a weak brother, ?iomo non 
cyclopicus (as Melancthon speaks) non but a cyclops^ but a fierce, indocilible creature, 
but will readily comply with his Mother, the Church, in point of ceremony. 

And if (beloved brethren), ye shall thus comply with me (with me?) quis sum ego? 
with the Church, I mean, in doctrine and discipline, as duty binds, and I hope you will, 
ye shall ever find me your true friend and servant to the best of my endeavours; and 
so I command you to the grace of God. 

At Doecuester, 

Sejyt, 18, 1637. 
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Note. — Robert Skinner, S.T. P., elected Bishop ofBristol, July 26th, 1636; confirmed 
January 14th following; consecrated the next day; had the temporalities restored the 20th 
of the same month; was inthronized February 13th following, and 1641 was translated to 
Oxford; deprived of his See, restored in 1660, and was elected to the see of Worcester, 
October 12th, 1663, and confirmed 4th November following; died 14th June, 1670, 8Btat 80, 
and was buried in his own Cathedral. 
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